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Welcome and thank you for joining us at The 2nd Annual Healthcare Capital 

Markets & Innovation Summit.  This is a convergence of healthcare deal 

making and investments within providers, technology, life science, 

innovation, and real estate. I want to thank all of our sponsors for making 

this event possible.  

There has been significant growth, increased investment activity, and 

opportunities developing within life sciences. This has led us to add on a 

Day 2 to focus on this sector. This also covers topics including data, 

intellectual property and tech transfers by research institutes, hospitals, 

corporate venture, venture capital, and private equity.  We welcome the new 

Ohio Intellectual Property Alliance this year as well as their many hospital 

and corporate members.  

Since seeing many of you a year ago, a lot has happened. We experienced a resurgence of Covid19, a war in 

Ukraine,  supply chain issues, increasing inflation rates touching 40-year highs, all the while managing with "The 

Great Resignation.ò Nevertheless, we have seen significant progress and adoption of innovation within drug 

development and life science, artificial intelligence, telemedicine, applications in Web3, and virtual reality.    

The prior year finished with record breaking healthcare transaction activity. The private equity funds have 

continued to raise more capital and are hopeful to see if the recent public market correction may allow for better 

buying opportunities.  Lenders may start to get nervous and pull back on leverage and terms to manage future 

risks, yet the historical low corporate defaults must surely start going up.     

I want us to step back and recognize the mental health issues, especially with our children. These unfortunately 

continue to capture the headlines. We decided to return to support the Big Lots Behavioral Health Pavilion and 

On Our Sleeves: The Movement for Childrenôs Mental Health with our TopGolf charity event. 

www.onoursleeves.org 

As you join us today, in person or virtual, in Columbus Ohio, the ñSmart Healthcare Cityò, you are surrounded 

by many leaders seeking, discussing, and creating innovation and deals that will forever change and improve the 

development and delivery of healthcare while improving their patient lives.  The recent announcement by Intel to 

Central Ohio shows commitment to preparing for the next generation of a digital world and the strategic 

importance of the Midwest. I hope that you enjoy the hybrid networking environment and leave with 

strengthening old relationships, building new partnerships, learning new ideas, and a clearer direction for 2022 

and beyond. 

  
Neil L Johnson 

Lawrence, Evans & Co., LLC  
 

Welcome  



  

 HCMIS 2022 4 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Outdoor Terrace is Available 

 
See registration table for questions 

 
 

 

Map  

 



  

 HCMIS 2022 5 

 

Section Sponsors 

            
                                           
 

Specialty Sponsors 

                                   

                
 

 

 

Contributing Sponsors 

                  
 

                

                

2022 Sponsors  



  

 HCMIS 2022 6 

 

 
Welcome by Neil Johnson, Managing Partner, ï Lawrence, Evans & Co., LLC 

Ohio Update by Chris Berry, Founder & CEO, OhioX 

Intro Panel : Discussion on Healthcare Deal Activity  

- Monika Brown , Senior VP, Corporate Development, McKesson Corporations 

- Mark Cherney , Executive Chairman, U.S. Urology Partners 

- Tom McMahon, JD MBA, VP, I/DD Programs, Circulo Health 

- Neil Johnson, Managing Partner, Lawrence, Evans & Co., LLC  
 

Breakout Session 1  

Breakout Session 2  

Insights into the Capital Markets: A Healthcare Perspective 

- Michael Goletz, Director, Lawrence, Evans,  Co., LLC 

- Rob Misener, Senior Managing Director, SLR Healthcare ABL 

- Reed Van Gorden, Managing Director ïInvestments, Deerpath Capital Management, LP 

- Dave Opalek, Chief Investment Officer, Scioto Properties 

- Donald Beckman, Senior VP ï Corporate Healthcare, Fifth Third Bank  

 

 

 

 

 

Deep Dive in Due Diligence & Regulatory Issues 

- Louis Szura, Michigan Healthcare Attorney, Szura & Delonis, PLC 

- Caitlin Anderson, General Counsel, SunMed 

- Patrick Landry , Director, RSM LLP  

- Vinita Mehra , Director + Leader ï Global Business Practice, Kegler Brown Hill + Ritter  

 

 

8:30am  

8:40am 

8:50am ï 9:45am 

 

 

 

10:00am ï 10:45am 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00am ï 11:50am 

The Great Consolidation of Dentistry Through DSOs 

- Brian Colao, Director, Dykemaôs Dental Service Organization Group 

- Gareth Petsch, Director of Healthcare Specialty Group, Citi Commercial Bank 

- Dr. Barry Deirmenjian, CEO & General Dentist, Smiles West Dental 

- David Thoni, CGO, Independence Dental Services 

 

 

 

Roadmap to Maximize Your Value-Based Investments   

- Chris Luckett , Senior Manager, Healthcare Consulting, Baker Tilly  

- Jack McBride, CEO, ONQ 

- Bret Ammons, Experience Manager, Baker Tilly  

- Dr. Rodney Ison, Physician & CEO, Community Health Care 

 

 

 

 

Cybersecurity in the Healthcare Transaction Space 

- Alex Clark, Cyber Practice Leader, Hylant  

- Rachel Spiker, Associate - Columbus, Ice Miller  

- Jennifer Fiebelkorn, Principal, Cybersecurity Consulting, Plante Moran 

- Jon Moore, Senior VP & Chief Risk Officer, Clearwater Compliance 

- Jeff Gaunt, Managing Director, Lambert  

 

 

 

 

 

Buy, Build, Sell: Post-Acute Including Mental & Behavioral Health  

- John Sleeper, CEO, Trumpet Behavioral Health 

- Nick Berry, Principal, Clearview Capital, L.P. 

- Varun Mahajan , CEO, Mahajan Therapeutics 

- Bradley Bonde, Shareholder ï Transaction Advisory Services, LBMC Healthcare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 Agenda  
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Lunch Sponsored by Benesch+  

Charity Speaker 

Lunch Panel: Healthcare Private Equity Outlook & Update 

- Cheryl Strom, Partner, The Riverside Company 

- Patrick OôKeefe, Managing Partner, Excellere Partners 

- JJ Asarch, Corporate Partner, Benesch+  

- Parag Rathi, Principal, RC Capital 

- Patrick Shevelson, Vice President, Stonehenge Partners 
 

Networking / Optional Table Talks / 1-on-1 Meetings  

 
 

 Breakout Session 3: 

 
 

Company Presentations: 

 Kovo Health Technologies, Innovative Health Diagnostics, Mixt, OnQ, Cedar Health Research, 

ScriptDrop, othobrain  

 

 

Cocktails & Networking: Sponsored by Dykema & Plante Moran 

 

 

Conclude 

 

 
Evening Terrace Event: Sponsored by Plante Moran & Dykema  

North 4th Corridor: 580 North 4th St., Suite 170, Columbus OH  

 

12:00pm 

12:45pm ï 12:55pm 

1:00pm ï 2:00pm 

 

 

 
 

2:00pm - 2:30pm 

 

2:30pm ï 3:15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3:30pm ï 4:30pm  

 

 

 

4:30pm ï 6:00pm 

 

6:00pm 

 

8:00pm ï 11:00pm   

Different Models of MSO/PPM 

- Thomas Ferkovic, R.Ph., M.S., CEO, Medic Management Group LLC  

- Dr. Brady Steineck, President, Community Healthcare Inc. 

- Greg Nodland, CEO, Sunvera Group 

- Ronnen Isakov, CPA, National Healthcare Advisory Partner, Medic Management Group 

 Animal Health Outlook: A Post-Pandemic Increase Demand & Future of Vet Services 

- Matt Lasky , Managing Director, Equity LLC  

- Virgil Ochoa , Member, Dykema 

- Michael Crandell, Co-Founder & Partner, National Veterinary REIT  

- Dr. Linda Leh mkuhl , CEO, MedVet 

- Brian Sleboda, VP, Growth & Investor Relations, MedVet 

 

 

 

The Great Resignation: Work Force Issues & Culture 

- Roy Bejarano, Co-Founder & CEO, Scale Healthcare 

- Carrie Schochet, Founder & CEO, Purple Squirrel Advisors 

- Teri Sirset, Founder & CEO, DASI Simulations 

- Josh Harrison, President, Improving  
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Welcome by Neil Johnson ï Lawrence, Evans & Co., LLC 

Ohio Update by Eddie Pauline, BioOhio 

Intro Panel :  

- Anthony Manna, Chairman, Brennan Manna Diamond (BMD) 

- Michael Triplett , Founder, President & CEO, Armatus Bio, Inc. 

- Thong Le, Senior Managing Director & CEO, Accelerator Life Science Partners  

- John Bass, Founder & CEO, Hashed Health 
 

Breakout Session 1  

Breakout Session 2  

Data, Data, Data 

- Brian Allen , Senior Director of Solutions Engineers, TIBCO  

- Rosalyn Ryan, CEO, HealthFOX US 

- Alex Vaillancourt,  Chief Information Officer & Senior VP, Health Collaborative 

- Doug Goldstein, Managing Director, Salt Flats Capital 

- Sonja OôMalley, Senior Director Innovation, Cleveland Clinic 

 

 

 

Open Discussion on Blockchain, Web3 & the Metaverse 

- John Bass, Founder & CEO, Hashed Health 

- Kyle Culver, Rhiza Health 

- Neil Johnson, Managing Partner, Lawrence, Evans & Co., LLC 

- Yael Swerdlow, Founder & CEO, Maestro Games, SPC  

- Yael Swerdlow, Founder & CEO, Maestro Games, SPC 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 2 Agenda  

Creating Value & Economic Growth Through Academic Technology Transfer 

- Dr. DJ Nag, Chair, Ohio Intellectual Property Alliance (OHIPA)  & President at Innovaito LLC  

- Dr. Joseph Jankowski, Chief Innovation Officer,Case Western Reserve University, Board,OHIPA 

- Brandon L. Ford, ESQ, Chief Accelerator Director, Lubrizol Corporation , Board Member OHIPA  

- Margaret Barkett , Director, Nationwide Children's Hospital, Participating organization OHIPA . 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The 3 Dôs of Medication Stewardship: Dispensing, Delivery, Destruction  

- Emily Muenchen, VP of Sales & Business Development, ScriptDrop  

- Russell McKee, Chief Commercial Officer, VendRx 

- Jeffrey Wahl, President & Founder, MIDAS Healthcare Solutions, Inc. 

- Duane Mancini, CEO, Project MedTech 

 

 

8:30am  

8:40am 

 
8:50am ï 9:45am 

 

 

 

10:00am ï 10:45am 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00am ï 11:50am 

Venture Outlook & Update 

- Brett Thornton,  Partner Porter Wright  

- Bill Trainor,  Chief Operation Officer, Mutual Capital Partners 

- Ryan Helon, EVP of Investment Funds, Rev1 

- Bill Baumel, Managing Director, Ohio Innovation Fund 

 

 

 

 

Investments in Cell & Gene Therapy 

- Eddie Pauline, President & CEO, BioOhio 

- Christina Perry , Senior Vice President of Finance & Investor Relations, Forge Biologics 

- Dr. Marcos de Lima, Professor of Medicine, The Ohio State University 

- Frank Orlowski , Director, Business Development, Latham BioPharm Group 

- Marybeth Camboni, Patient Advocate 
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Company Presentations:  
Room A : Dasi Simulations, Aspen Insights, QurHealth  

Room D: Zemplee, MIDAS Healthcare Solutions, orthobrain  

Room E: HashedHealth, Rhiza Healthcare, Koioka 

 

Lunch Sponsored by Benesch+  

Lunch Speaker: From the Surgical Suite to the C-Suite: An Intimate Conversation with 

Dr.Toby  Cosgrove 

- Dr. Toby Cosgrove, Former CEO,  The Cleveland Clinic  

- Jeffrey Wahl, President & Founder, MIDAS Healthcare Solutions, Inc. 

 

 Breakout Session 3: 

 

Company Presentations & Cocktails  

 
 

HDIG  | IncludeHealth | Maestro Games, SPC | VenRx | Sword Bio | smallTalk | 

Hyperpath | Uleet | Biosortia, Inc. 

 

 

 

Conclude 

 

 

 

 

12:10pm ï 12:30 

 

 

12:30pm 

1:15pm ï 2:15pm  

 

 

 

2:30pm ï 3:15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3:30pm ï 5:00pm  

 

 

 

  

How Hospital Innovation Centers Deliver Value for Hospitals, Startups & Partners 

- John Ziegler, Director, HDIG  

- Matthew McFarland, VP Industry Relations Nationwide Childrenôs Hospital 

- John Shallman, President, Harness LLC 

- Neil Wyant, Vice President, Commercialization, UH Ventures 

- Josh Gratsch,  President & Chief Operating Officer, Ascend Innovations 

 Digital Transformation  in Clinical Trials  

- Katie Tarr,   Shareholder, Healthcare Valuation Services, LBMC  Healthcare 

- Walter Storm, CEO & Co-Founder, Aspen Insights 

- Jacob Thomas, Partnerships, Syneos Health 

- Todd Albin , CEO, Cedar Health Research 

- Ryan Gifford , Senior Director of Business Development, CTI 

 

 

 

Hot Topics in Digital Health: Challenges & Opportunities  

- Katheryn Hickner-Cruz, Member, Partner, BMD 

- Bruce Gordon, Enterprise Healthcare Strategist, QurHealth 

- Ryan Eder, Founder & CEO, IncludeHealth 

- Aparna Pujar, Founder & CEO, Zemplee 

- Dr. Dan German, Founder, CEO, Chief Orthodontist, orthobrain  
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This yearõs charity is brought to you by TWIG 2 

TWIG 2, is a volunteer organization that supports bŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ 

Twig 2 was established in 1890 when a small sewing circle of women felt that Columbus needed a charity 

hospital, so they held a tea and fair to raise money at the home of Mrs. James Kilbourne. Together this group of 

women raised $125, which was placed in a bank account. This money would later serve as a start for the 

necessary funds to establish a hospital in Columbus for sick children regardless of their race, creed, or ability to 

pay. On February 1stΣ муфп /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴƛƴŜ ōŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ 

tŀǊƪ {ƻǳǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ bŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎtate-of-the-art 

facility offering care to many children nationwide.   

 

On Our Sleeves Invite You to Join the Million Classroom Project 

On Our Sleeves Mission: Providing every community in America with free evidence-informed educational resources necessary for 

breaking child mental health stigmas and educating families and advocates. We also support access by connecting to trusted local 

resources. No Family Should Struggle Alone.  

bƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ 

¶ 1 in 5 children is living with a significant mental illness. 

¶ All lifetime mental illnesses start by age 14. 

¶ Right now, every child is impacted in unprecedented ways. 

On Our Sleeves invites you to join the Million Classroom Project 

The past two years has been tough on kids, but we can help carry the weight. Join On Our Sleeves in the Million Classroom Project. 

There are approximately four million elementary and middle school classrooms in America. In 2022, On Our Sleeves is committed to 

providing one million of those classrooms with free mental health resources, developed by our experts, through:  

¶ Teachers and Classrooms - Promote awareness of, and encourage access to, our library of resources, curriculum, and 

student activities.  

¶ Parents and Advocates ς Encourage parents and advocates to nominate teachers, classrooms, and schools to receive free 

materials.  

¶ Partnerships ς Partner with committed corporate and organizational partners to fund and distribute content.  

 
 
 

Join the Project and learn more at www.OnOurSleeves.org/Million 
Thanks for joining us in supporting our kids and educators everywhere! 

2022 Charity  
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Morning  Session - Discussion on Healthcare Deal Activity &      

   Investment Along with Current Industry Topics  
 

Neil Johnson : Moderator 

Managing Partner  

Lawrence, Evans, & Co., LLC 

Neil Johnson has more than 20 years of healthcare investment banking and private equity 

experience including completion of over $1 billion of corporate finance transactions 

involving merger and acquisitions, equity and corporate debt financings as well as distressed 

asset acquisitions and divestitures.  As Managing Partner of Lawrence, Evans & Co., LLC, 

Mr Johnsonôs responsibilities primarily include deal sourcing and evaluation, transaction 

structuring, securing financing including debt and equity, and fundraising. Many of the 

completed transactions have involved acute care hospitals, senior housing, home health, 

hospice, behavioral health, physician groups, revenue cycle management, health IT, data & 

analytics, transportation and logistics, managed IT, and cyber companies. Previous 

experience includes healthcare banking, finance, bond financing and trading, as well as asset 

based lending. Neil is a board member of several companies including Co-Founder of 

Healthcare Development & Innovation Group (HDIG).  He received a BA from Albion 

College MI and a MBA from The Ohio State University.  He was a leader on the 1994 

NCAA National Football Championship team and received the NCAA Post Graduate 

Scholarship. 

 

 

Mark Cherney 

Executive Chairman 
U.S. Urology Partners 

 

Mark Cherney is a seasoned healthcare leader with more than four decades of industry 

experience, which include serving as chief executive officer, board director, executive. He 

has expertise across multiple healthcare sectors, including urology, radiation oncology, 

diagnostic imaging, cardiology, blood and parenteral products, general surgery, pharma 

distribution, home care, specialty pharma and dermatology. His leadership has resulted in 

IPOs and strategic sales for start-ups, turnarounds and growth companies. Mr. Cherney is 

Executive Chairman of U.S. Urology Partners, an affiliate of strategic equity investment 

firm New MainStream Capital (NMS). Through multi-million dollar funding from NMS, 

U.S. Urology Partnersô first partner practices include Central Ohio Urology and Associated 

Medical Professionals of NY - with plans to expand the urological platform nationally. Mr. 

Cherney is also Chairman and Co-founder of Prologics Healthcare, and has been an advisor 

to several private equity, venture capital and angel investor firms. He previously served as 

CEO of U.S. Urology Partners, CEO of Central Ohio Urology Group, CEO of Prologics, 

CEO and Founder of Dolphin Medical and CEO of Princeps. He is a graduate of The Ohio 

State University and served in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserves. 

Speaker Bios  

8:50am ï 9:45am 
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Morning  Session - Discussion on Healthcare Deal Activity &      

   Investment Along with Current Industry Topics  
 

 
Monika Brown 

Senior VP, Corporate Development 
McKesson Corporations 
 

Monika Brown is senior vice president of Corporate Development with McKesson 

Corporation. In this role, she has responsibility for all of McKesson Corporationôs mergers 

and acquisitions, divestiture and strategic partnership activities. Monika joined McKesson 

in 1999 through the acquisition of HBO & Company, and prior to joining Corporate Strategy 

and Business Development, she held positions in finance and investor relations. During her 

tenure, Monika has completed over 80 transactions with a total value exceeding $20 billion.  

Monika earned her bachelorôs degree in business administration from Ohio State University. 

 
Tom McMahon 

VP, I/DD Programs 
Circulo Health 
 

Tom joined Circulo in March of 2022 as employee #10. He is responsible for all operations 

and growth initiatives related to serving people with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities. Throughout his executive career, Tom has held leadership positions with 

Humana and UnitedHealthcare (payors), ResCare (provider) and Intrepid Bioinformatics 

(healthcare technology). Highlights of Tomôs diverse experience across the healthcare 

landscape include strategic business development, sales leadership, mergers and 

acquisitions, operational leadership and investment management in settings including home 

and community-based care, inpatient care, managed care, economic development and life 

sciences. Additionally, Tom has expertise in working in a wide array of organizations from 

large, highly matrixed companies to small early-stage businesses. 

 
Tom is a licensed attorney and received his JD, MBA and Bachelor of Science degrees from 

the University of Louisville. 
 

 

Day 1 Speaker Bios  

8:50am ï 9:45am 
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Breakout 1 ï The Great Consolidation of Dentistry Through DSOs   
 

 
 
Brian Colao : Moderator 

Director 
Dykema 
 

Brian A. Colao has transformed Dykemaôs DSO group into a renowned leader in the middle 

market for DSO buy-side and sell-side transactions. He is considered one of the foremost 

authorities in North America on the DSO space. Visit DykemaDSO.com for more 

information. He also does considerable work in the MSO space in numerous professional 

disciplines. 

Brian has practiced as an attorney for more than 25 years, focusing on a broad range of 

healthcare regulatory matters, healthcare M&A matters, and business and commercial 

litigation. However, it is Brianôs work with the dental industry where he has made the most 

significant impact. As the leader of Dykemaôs DSO industry group, Brian and the team leads 

the industry in dental and medical transactions. 

Brian became involved in the DSO industry over 20 years ago when he represented a group 

of 90 orthodontists in litigation with OrthAlliance, Inc. and Orthodontic Centers of America, 

handling cases of first impression which involved the corporate practice of dentistry and 

fee-splitting in 18 states. 

This and other prominent outcomes resulted in legal opinions that defined and established 

law in this area, helped define the law on the legality of the DSO model, and has set the 

standard for compliance and DSO due diligence. 

 
 

Gareth Petsch 

Director of Healthcare Specialty Group  
Citi Commercial Bank   
 

Gareth Petsch, Citi Commercial Bank Director, manages nationally the Healthcare Specialty 

Group (HSG) Gareth founded the HSG in 2012 to support the unique and specialized needs 

of medical, dental and veterinary providers of all shapes and sizes in the private sector. 

Today, the group specializes in support to investors, owners & providers of large-scale 

group practices for M&A or Roll-ups, Medical Support/Service Organizations (MSOs), 

Dental Support/Service Organizations (DSOs) and various other Physician Practice 

Management (PPMôs) companies. Over the past 10 years, Gareth has executed a variety of 

strategic transactions for companies ranging from small, high growth businesses through 

large multi-nationals. Recognized as a Washington, D.C. SmartCEO Top Banker, Petsch 

brings a deep understanding of the complex issues involved with the business of healthcare 

and the specific challenges CEOôs & CFOôs of group healthcare practices face. He and his 

team of Specialized Healthcare Bankers work with clients nationwide to create customized 

solutions that help enable the success and growth in these everchanging times. Gareth was 

born and raised in Durban, South Africa, immigrating to the United States in the late 90ôs 

to begin his banking career. He earned a degree in Business Management from Varsity 

College in South Africa and currently lives with his wife and 3 children in Ashburn, 

Virginia. 

Day 1 Speaker Bios  

10:00am ï 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dykemadso.com/
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 Session 1 ï The Great Consolidation of Dentistry Through DSOs   
 

 
 
Dr. Barouir (Barry) Deirmenjian 

CEO & General Dentist  
Smiles West Dental 
 

As a general dentist, Dr. Deirmenjian is devoted to providing quality, rewarding, and 

compassionate care to every patient that visits him. Serving as the founder and CEO of B. 

Deirmenjian and Affiliates, he serves patients at many multi-specialty facilities in 

California. 

With 25 locations in California, B. Deirmenjian and Affiliates serve patients of all ages, 

from all backgrounds, and from every walk of life. Revered for his extensive 30+ year 

leadership background, Dr. Deirmenjian has been voted #100 on the Inc.5000 Series list of 

the Fastest-Growing Companies in California and #1528 of the Inc. 5000 Fastest-Growing 

Companies nationally. He was also named one of LA Business of the Year, Best Office by 

Insurance Companies, and one of the Emerging Dental Groups to Watch 2020 by Group 

Dentistry Now. He has been on multiple insurance company peer review committees and 

was the Interim Dental Director for Metlife Dental. 

 

 

 

 

David Thoni  
Chief Growth Officer 
Independence Dental Services 

David Thoni has held various executive leadership roles in the dental and healthcare 

industry, most recently serving as President of ClearChoice Dental Implant Centers east 

division. Before ClearChoice, David served as head of global sales for Straumangroupôs 

Neodent Division. David is a growth-oriented management executive with more than 20 

years of award-winning achievement driving revenue growth and performance turnarounds 

within the medical device and dental industries. Experience spans the US, UK, Ireland, and 

South Africa. 

Day 1 Speaker Bios  

10:00am ï 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 HCMIS 2022 16 

 

Session 1 ï Roadmap to Maximize Your Value-Based Investments 
 

Christopher Luckett : Moderator 

Senior Manager Healthcare Consulting 
Baker Tilly US, LLP  
 

Chris Luckett has twenty years of Manage care Contracting and Revenue Cycle experience 

both from the Payor side to the Provider side.  Chris currently is a consultant for Baker tilly 

managing Payor Contracting engagements for providers.  Chris previously worked at 

Nationwide Childrenôs Hospital successfully helping them increase their contractual 

reimbursement terms within all services areas.  Chris developed strong relationships with 

key external payors which help provide strategic opportunities for Nationwide Childrenôs 

Hospital.  

Chris is experienced in many complex areas of Manage Care Contracting and 

reimbursement, including complex negotiations which includes POC contracts, DRG 

methodologies, and APC/Fee Scheduling modeling.  Chris has successfully contracted all 

provider types across the United States.  Chris is developed strong relationships with a 

variety of payors to help strategic negotiated stronger terms.    

Prior to Baker tilly, Chris also spent 11 years 

at Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield of West 

Virginia. He was involved in implementing 

processes and reimbursement within all the 

contracts. He has an excellent understanding 

of Manage Care contracting and 

reimbursement, as he helped manage over 72 

Acute/Critical Access/LTAC hospitals in 

WV.  

 
 

Bret Ammons  
Experienced Manager 
Baker Tilly US, LLP  
 

Bret has over 20 years of experience 

managing value-based care, workflow 

optimization, EHR, and other transformation 

projects for provider organizations. Bret 

joined Baker Tilly in 2019. He brings the 

experience, knowledge, resources, and tools 

to help your organization leverage data 

analytics to drive effective and 

transformational population health 

initiatives. 

 

Day 1 Speaker Bios  

10:00am ï 10:45am 
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Session 1 ï Roadmap to Maximize Your Value-Based Investments 

 

Dr. Rodney Ison 

Physician & CEO 
Community Health Care 
 

I attended the University of Kentucky for my undergraduate studies and then continued to 

obtain my medical degree.  I accomplished my residency program at Barberton Citizenôs 

Hospital (now Summa Health/Barberton).  In 1986 Community Health Care, Inc., was 

birthed and I acted as the CEO for the last 36 years as it has grown to include 17 offices 

with 45 providers.  I have also participated on the boards of several health organizations 

including being a founding member of Summaôs ACO and serving as the Chairman of the 

Board for 10 years.  I currently serve as a Vice Chair for the ACO at Akron Childrenôs 

Hospital. I am currently serving as the Director of Practice Management Curriculum and 

part-time Residency Preceptor for the Barberton Area Family Practice Center at Summa 

Health/Barberton. I am also a volunteer at Faithful Servants which is a faith based urgent 

care facility in Tallmadge, Ohio. 

 

Jack McBride 

CEO 
ONQ Solutions  
 

Jack McBride serves as Chief Executive Officer of ONQ, a global labor and technology 

company supporting the healthcare industry. With employees in the U.S., Panama, Mexico, 

India, and Kenya, ONQ's mission is to elevate people around the globe through education, 

training, and through employment opportunities.  Mr. McBride has over twenty years of 

successful leadership, operations, programming, finance and accounting experience. 

 

Day 1 Speaker Bios  

10:00am ï 10:45am 
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Session 1 ï Cybersecurity in the Healthcare Transaction Space 

Jon Moore : Moderator 

Senior Vice President & Chief Risk Officer  
Clearwater Compliance 
 

Jon Moore is an experienced professional with a background in privacy and security law, 

technology and healthcare. During an eight-year tenure with PricewaterhouseCoopers 

(PwC), Moore served in multiple roles. He was a leader of the Federal Healthcare Practice, 

Federal Practice IT Operational Leader, and a member of the Federal Practiceôs Operational 

Leadership Team. Among the major federal clients supported by Moore and his engagements 

are the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), National Institutes of Health 

(NIH), Indian Health Service (IHS), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), U.S. 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and 

Administration for Children and Families (ACF).  

 
 

Jennifer Fiebelkorn, CISA 

Principal, Cybersecurity Consulting 

Plante Moran  
Jennifer has more than 14 years of information systems security and information technology 

audit experience in financial institutions including banks, credit unions, mortgage 

companies, and insurance companies. Additional industries she serves in addition to 

financial institutions, include: healthcare systems, practices, and private equity within the 

past five years. Jenniferôs experience includes cybersecurity risk management framework 

implementations and IT consulting projects, including information systems general controls 

reviews, GLBA compliance, HIPPAA/HITECH, FDICIA/Sarbanes-Oxley (SOX404) 

regulatory compliance audits, and SSAE16/SOC reviews. Jennifer holds a B.S. in 

telecommunications, and a minor in computer science, with a specialization in information 

systems from Michigan State University. She has published whitepapers and articles in 

newsletters on various cybersecurity topics. Jennifer is Certified Information Systems 

Auditor (CISA) and a member of the Information Systems Audit & Control Association 

(ISACA) Detroit Chapter, AICPA, and MICPA. 
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Session 1 ï Cybersecurity in the Healthcare Transaction Space 

Jeff Gaunt  
Managing Director   
Lambert 
 

Jeff Gaunt is a managing director in Lambertôs Grand Rapids, Michigan, office and leads 

the firmôs Corporate Reputation & Crisis service line. With two decades of experience in 

media and strategic communications, Jeff manages account teams across a wide variety of 

industries, including health care, private equity, energy, manufacturing, and public policy. 

He has supported Lambert clients through a wide range of reputational and operational 

threats, from cyberattacks and environmental contamination, to product failures, criminal 

misconduct and plant closures. Jeff also manages the firmôs media and crisis training 

services. Jeff began his career as a reporter with a daily newspaper in the Chicago area, and 

then served as a policy analyst, communications advisor and speechwriter in the Illinois 

State Senate. In 2010, he moved to Thailand to work as a foreign media advisor for the Thai 

prime minister. After returning to the United States, he oversaw internal and external 

communications for an urban school district in central Illinois. Most recently, he served as 

an advisor and trainer to Fortune 500 executives, business owners and leaders around the 

world for a strategic communications and crisis management firm. 
 

Alex Clark  
Cyber Practice Leader 

Hylant 

With extensive experience in the insurance industry, Alex is the Cyber Practice Leader and 

serves as a resource for all things cyber, technology, and media. Alex engages both clients 

and colleagues to assist in the placement of coverage, enhancing the understanding of cyber 

and emerging risk, and pre and post breach readiness through incident response planning. 

Alex takes a hands-on approach not only placing coverage with the correct carrier but 

making sure our clients know how to utilize the policy, how to prevent incidents, minimize 

payouts, and execute incident response plans come claim time. Alex currently holds a Life 

& Health license, P&C license, and a Cyber Risk Manager designation. He is currently a 

member of PLUS ï Professional Liability Underwriting Society. 

 

 
Rachel Spiker 

Associate, Columbus  
Ice Miller  
 

Rachel Spiker is an associate in Ice Millerôs Litigation and Data Security & Privacy Practice 

Groups. Rachel is barred in the state of California and the state of Ohio. Rachel holds a 

Certified Information Privacy Professional U.S. Private-Sector certification (CIPP/US) 

from the International Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP). Rachel regularly helps 

clients respond to significant data security incidents, which includes the analysis of data 

breach notification laws in all 50 states and U.S. territories. She also assists clients with the 

establishment of proactive privacy programs and counsels them on compliance with various 

domestic and international privacy and cybersecurity statutes and regulations. Rachel also 

assists with MA due diligence at all phases. 

Day 1 Speaker Bios  

10:00am ï 10:45am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



  

 HCMIS 2022 20 

 

Session 2 ï  Buy, Build, Sell:  
Post-Acute Including Mental  & Behavioral Health  

 

Bradley Bonde, CPA : Moderator 

Shareholder ï Transaction Advisory Services 
LBMC Healthcare 
 

Brad primarily specializes in assisting healthcare services companies with buy-side and sell-

side due diligence, deal structuring and purchase agreement negotiations. Brad also 

performs accounting consulting engagements, including opening balance sheet accounting, 

net working capital settlement assistance and other post-merger integration projects. 

Brad has over 18 years of experience, including time spent with a Big Four firm, GE 

Healthcare, and a national public accounting firm. 

Brad previously served as a Shareholder in LBMCôs audit practice and also served as a 

technical review expert for the Firmôs audit department. Brad also serves as a speaker for 

numerous organizations covering accounting and auditing issues, and has authored or been 

cited in several articles related to accounting issues impacting healthcare entities and the 

broader profession. Brad also served 

Bradôs clients in the healthcare industry include home health and hospice agencies, 

behavioral health providers, physician practices and management service organizations 

(MSO), durable medical equipment (DME) providers, urgent care providers, and outpatient 

imaging and cancer treatment centers. 
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Session 2  ï  Buy, Build, Sell:  

Post-Acute Including Mental & Behavioral Health  

Joshua Sleeper  
CEO 
Trumpet Behavioral Health 
 

Joshua Sleeper, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Trumpet Behavioral Health, started in 

the field of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) over 20 years ago. In college, he began 

working as a part-time therapist for a school district in California. There, he fell in love with 

helping individuals with autism and developmental disabilities experience the positive 

impacts of ABA therapy.  

Joshua joined Trumpetôs operations team and relocated to the organizationôs corporate 

office in Denver, CO. There, he led the development of Trumpetôs operational standards 

and compliance programs. Throughout this period of time, he worked with a cross-

functional team of administrative and clinical leaders to build operational systems, 

processes, and standards to compliment Trumpetôs superior clinical standards. These efforts 

made it easier for Trumpetôs teams to provide high-quality ABA services to families while 

meeting the requirements of the rapidly-changing ABA field.  
 

Varun Mahajan, MD, DABR   
CEO 
Mahajan Therapeutics 
 

Varun Mahajan, MD, is currently CEO and prior owner of Mahajan Therapeutics, a multi-

city behavioral health, addiction, and primary care provider in Ohio, which recently 

partnered with Baymark Health, North America's largest substance abuse provider. He holds 

degrees in management and medicine from Case Western Reserve University, and is a 

board-certified diagnostic radiologist and fellowship-training interventional breast imager. 

Dr. Mahajan is a past member of Ohio's Minority Health Commission, Ohio's Minority 

Vaccine Task Force, and Ohio's Alzheimers and Dementia Task Force.  He currently serves 

on the board of directors at The Columbus Symphony Orchestra.   

 

Nick Berry 

Principal 
Clearview Capital, L.P.   
 

Nick joined Clearview Capital in 2012, prior to which he worked at Barclays Capital and at 

a biotechnology firm focused on combating hospital acquired infections.  Clearview 

Capital, LP is a middle market private equity firm focused on providing guidance and capital 

to accelerate growth in platform companies with $4-20MM EBITDA and add-on 

transactions of all sizes to enhance value creation.  Clearview makes control and non-control 

investments in the US and Canada through Fund IV, a $550MM investment vehicle.  Nick 

holds a BA from Georgetown University and an MBA from Columbia University.  He has 

been responsible for investment origination efforts in the Midwest for over 8 years.   
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Session 2 ï Insights into the Capital Markets:  

A Healthcare Lenders Perspective 
 

Michael Goletz : Moderator  
Director 
Lawrence, Evans, & Co., LLC 
 

Michael Goletz has over 20 years of financial services experience originating, structuring, 

and closing lending and capital structure solutions for public and privately held companies 

across the US. Mr. Goletz partners with Lawrence, Evans & Co., LLC on select transactions 

that leverage his primary skill set of deal generation, transaction execution, and capital 

structure optimization. Concurrently, Michael is the Managing Director and Founder of 

Clear Horizon Capital Advisors, LLC which is a boutique investment bank focused on debt 

placement and capital raising. Prior to Lawrence, Evans & Co., LLC, Mr. Goletz worked in 

origination roles covering the Midwest for White Oak Commercial Finance (non-bank Asset 

Based Lender), WNB Specialty Finance (start-up bank-owned Asset Based Lender), GE 

Capital (Corporate Finance division focused on non-sponsored companies), PNC Bank 

(roles in commercial banking and commercial real estate), and Lehman Brothers (fixed 

income sales & trading). 

Mr. Goletz earned his Master of Business Administration from the Kelley School of 

Business at Indiana University ï Bloomington where he majored in Finance and minored in 

Decision Support Modeling 

 
Donald Beckman   
Senior Vice President, Corporate Healthcare 
Fifth Third Bank 
 

 Don serves as a Senior Relationship Manager for Healthcare with Fifth Thirdôs Commercial 

Bank. He is responsible for managing, developing, and providing solutions for all facets of 

the health care industry. This includes hospitals, long term care companies, large physician 

practices, as well as a wide variety of health care related companies. Geographically, the 

portfolio of clients and prospects extends throughout the Central Ohio and West Virginia 

markets. The bank has a tailored set of solutions specifically for the Health Care industry 

including debt, treasury, and capital markets. The solutions focus on facilitating growth of 

a company, maximizing cash flow, optimization of capital structure and assisting with the 

personal needs of executive management. 

 

Reed Van Gorden 

Managing Director- Investments  
Deerpath Capital Management, LP 
 

Mr. Van Gorden is a Managing Director on the Investment Team, and his primary 

responsibilities include structuring, underwriting, and executing new investments. He joined 

Deerpath in 2015 and has 20 years of industry experience. He previously worked in 

leveraged finance and private equity at Golub Capital, Abingworth Management and JP 

Morgan. Reed is a graduate of the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania 

(M.B.A.) and Northwestern University (B.A.). He is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA). 
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Session 2  ï Insights into the Capital Markets:  

A Healthcare Lenders Perspective 

 
Rob Misener   
Senior Managing Director 
SLR Healthcare 
 

As a Senior Managing Director with SLR Healthcare, Rob is responsible for relationship 

originations in the Mid-Atlantic and Ohio region. Prior to his 12 years with SLR Healthcare 

(FKA Gemino Healthcare Finance), he spent 10 years with Wells Fargo Advisors (via a 

merger with A.G. Edwards) as an Investment Officer serving the investment needs of 

institutional and high net worth investors. Rob spent his first tour of duty in healthcare asset-

based lending with Healthcare Business Credit Corporation (CIT Healthcare) in the late 

90ôs.       

     

Dave Opalek 
Chief Investment Officer 
Scioto Properties  
 

Responsible for growing the Scioto Properties real estate portfolio.  Develops and 

implements the overall investment strategy. Dave has over 20 years of real estate finance 

experience with an extensive background in the healthcare and affordable sectors.  Prior to 

joining Scioto Properties, Mr. Opalek ran the healthcare real estate division at Lawrence, 

Evans & Co., LLC, a boutique healthcare investment banking firm.  He founded and 

managed the Columbus office of Love Funding, an FHA Multifamily and Seniors housing 

lender.  Prior to that he spent 10 years originating loans and managing relationships in the 

Mortgage Banking services division at Red Capital Group where he closed over $2 billion 

in FHA and agency financing transactions.  Prior to his tenure at Red Capital Group, Mr. 

Opalek worked for Banc One in their Corporate Trust Department where he focused on 

multifamily housing bonds. 

 

In addition to his extensive mortgage banking experience, Mr. Opalek has been instrumental 

in developing new financing structures for the capital markets.  Some of his notable 

accomplishments include the first cash collateralized multifamily housing bonds that 

fundamentally changed the way that FHA 4% LIHTC are funded and the first Build America 

Bond collateralized with and FHA loan in the wake of the housing crisis.  These innovative 

structures have saved borrowers millions in financing costs.  

 

Mr. Opalek received his BA from Alma College and his Juris Doctor from Wayne State 

University Law School.  Additionally, he received his MBA from the Fisher College of 

Business at The Ohio State University. 
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Session 2 ï Deep Dive in Due Diligence & Regulatory  Issues 
 

Louis Szura : Moderator 

Michigan Healthcare Attorney 
Szura & Delonis, PLC 
 

Mr. Szura represents health care providers, from all areas, on the formation and operations 

of their businesses, mergers and acquisitions and in various types of related litigation. He 

has experience with issues ranging from due diligence, contract negotiations, tele-medicine 

guidance, employment disputes, management contracts, non-compete agreements, 

insurance network disputes, in addition to HIPAA, Stark, AKS and other compliance and 

license concerns. Mr. Szura has also represented numerous parties in cases involving the 

federal False Claims Act, the Michigan Medicaid Act and other similar statutes. Mr. Szura 

is the former Chair and an active Council Member of the Health Care Law Section (State 

Bar of Michigan). He has been recognized annually as a Rising Star by ñMichigan Super 

Lawyers.ò Mr. Szura received his B.A. from the University of Michigan and his J.D. with a 

Concentration in Business Law and Regulation from Cornell University Law School 
 

Patrick Landry, CPA 

Director 
RSM US LLP   
 

Patrick is a director in the transaction advisory services practice, providing financial due 

diligence services to private equity investors and corporate acquirers. His industry 

experience includes industrial and consumer products, healthcare and business services.  

Patrick has over 10 years of accounting and finance experience. Prior to joining RSM in 

2015, he spent two years working as a controller at an inpatient physical rehabilitation center 

for a large publicly traded company and four years with a Big Four firm as part of the audit 

practice. Over his career, he has managed or assisted on over 50 financial due diligence 

projects.  Industry focus and specialization: Industrial products, Healthcare, Consumer 

products, & Business services. 
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Session 2 ï Deep Dive in Due Diligence & Regulatory Issues 
 

Caitlin Anderson 

General Counsel 
SunMed 
 

Caitlin Anderson is the General Counsel for SunMed, private equity-backed medical device 

manufacturer headquartered in Grand Rapids, MI, offering one of the most comprehensive 

global portfolios of consumable anesthesia and respiratory care products.  In addition to 

overseeing legal, compliance, enterprise risk management, and corporate governance 

activities, she manages the Human Resource and Regulatory & Quality Affairs 

Departments.   

Prior to SunMed, Caitlin was the Vice President of Litigation and Associate General 

Counsel at Cardinal Health, a Fortune 20 healthcare company headquartered in Dublin, 

Ohio.  She was responsible for a team of attorneys and paralegals and managed complex 

multi-district litigation and government investigations for Cardinal Health.  Caitlin also 

practiced as a litigation attorney with Porter Wright Morris & Arthur, and served for several 

years as a federal law clerk to the Honorable Michael H. Watson of the United States District 

Court for the Southern District of Ohio.       

In addition to her legal responsibilities, Ms. Anderson is an advocate for diversity and 

inclusion in her workplace and professional community.  Caitlin is responsible for ESG and 

DEI initiatives at SunMed.  Previously, she was the founding chair of Cardinal Healthôs 

Legal Department Diversity & Inclusion Committee.  Sheôs a Past-President of the Women 

Lawyers of Franklin County, an organization serving and empowering Central Ohioôs 

female lawyers and law students for 80 years.  Currently, she serves on the Board of 

Governors for the Ohio State Bar Association.      

Hailing from Kentucky, Ms. Anderson has resided in Ohio for over 20 years and is a proud 

graduate of Miami University and the Ohio State University Moritz College of Law.  Caitlin 

and her husband Matt live in Worthington, enjoy cheering on collegiate sports, and 

frequently embark on overseas adventures to explore this big, beautiful world. 

 

Vinita Mehra 

Director + Leader, Global Business Practice 
Kegler Brown Hill + Ritter  
 

Vinita Mehra serves as leader of Kegler Brown Hill + Ritter's Global Business practice and 

is qualified and licensed to practice law in both Ohio and India. Vinita maintains a diverse 

domestic corporate practice, including matters related to business formation and structuring, 

M+A, and contract drafting and negotiation. Vinita is skilled in strategic counseling 

regarding the tax and legal issues important to firm clients when considering expansion into 

other markets. She is a deal-making veteran and has led transactions for U.S. companies 

doing business all over the world. Her network of local counsel partners is vast and she 

works with clients to craft the most effective teams possible. 
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Lunch Panel  ̄Will the Good Times Keep Rolling: Private Equity Perspective 

 
Jonathan (JJ) Asarch : Moderator 

Partner 
Benesch+   
 

JJ Asarch is a partner at Benesch who serves as a trusted counselor and collaborates with 

clients to achieve meaningful and sustainable results. He focuses his practice on private 

equity, strategic, financial, and healthcare transactions, including mergers & acquisitions, 

dispositions, financings, and joint ventures while also representing clients in connection 

with general corporate and real estate matters.  He regularly serves as outside general 

counsel and strategic advisor to clients.  JJôs professional background includes experiences 

both in private practice and in-house (serving as General Counsel) at private and public 

companies and in both entrepreneurial and established settings.  JJ has closed private equity, 

strategic, and financial deals in many industries, with substantial experience in both the 

healthcare and commercial real estate sectors. JJ regularly represents healthcare 

organizations and healthcare providers in connection with healthcare transactions, corporate 

practice of medicine issues, profit-sharing plans, regulatory & compliance matters, patient 

care matters, revenue cycle management, payor contracts, and provider agreements. 

Cheryl Strom 

Principal ï Origination 
The Riverside Company  
 

Cheryl is a highly experienced private equity professional who 

brings depth of capital choices to business owners, management teams and advisors. Her 

experience spans growth capital, non-control capital, majority-stake 

equity investments, and full acquisitions, as well as debt for companies ranging from small 

businesses to those in the middle-market. Cheryl has spent 15 years at The Riverside 

Company. Today she leads the firmôs Origination initiatives with deal source firms and 

referral sources based throughout the Midwestern United States and Eastern 

Canada. Cheryl works with a team of 16 Origination professionals across North America to 

establish new stand-alone companies, or platform companies, for Riverside in addition 

to sourcing add-on acquisitions for Riversideôs many portfolio companies in order to help 

these companies expand and grow by adding new product lines or service offerings, 

or expanding their geographies.    
 

Patrick Shevelson 

Vice President 
Stonehenge Partners 
 

Patrick B. Shevelson, Vice President, joined Stonehenge Partners in 2017 and is responsible 

for negotiating transaction terms, performing due diligence, working with portfolio 

company management teams, and improving portfolio company performance. Prior to 

joining Stonehenge, Mr. Shevelson was an Investment Banking Analyst with Brown 

Gibbons Lang & Company. Mr. Shevelson received his B.A. in Economics from Kenyon 

College. 
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Lunch Panel - Will the Good Times Keep Rolling : Private Equity Perspective 

 

Parag Rathi 
Principal 

RC Capital 

Parag has been with RC Capital for more than 15 years. He first joined RCC as an intern 

while completing his MBA from University of Cincinnati, where he graduated with 

distinction in December 2007 and was awarded Beta Gamma Sigma. At RCC, he primarily 

focuses on Healthcare Services investments while also supporting the medtech practice. He 

is a board member for Endodontics Practice Partners, TaskEasy, a board observer at Canvas 

Solutions and works closely with portfolio companies Bardy Diagnostics, Bolder Surgical, 

Catalyst Orthoscience, DialogTech and Reputation. Prior to pursuing his masters at the 

University of Cincinnati, he was a manager at ICICI Bank (India), where he was responsible 

for providing working capital and senior debt facilities to small and medium size 

enterprises. ICICI is the largest private sector bank in India. He received his undergraduate 

in accounting from Mumbai University, India and also holds a Chartered Accountant degree 

(Indiaôs equivalent to the CPA). He received a full scholarship from University of 

Cincinnati to obtain his MBA and was awarded the Best Business Plan in a year-long 

competition during his studies. In June 2010, he passed the CFA level III exam. In 2019, 

Parag was recognized as one of Cincinnatiôs ñ40 Under 40ò by the Cincinnati Business 

Courier. 

 

Patrick OôKeefe 

Managing Partner 
Excellere Partners     
 

Mr. OôKeefe is a Managing Partner with Excellere and is a member of the firmôs Investment 

Committee and Management Committee.  Mr. OôKeefe oversees the sourcing, evaluating, 

and executing of new investments and supports management teams on value creation 

initiatives at existing portfolio companies.  Mr. OôKeefe has 22 years of experience in 

private equity investing, mergers and acquisitions, and financing, of middle-market 

companies across a number of industries, including (i) healthcare, (ii) specialty chemicals, 

(iii) business services and (iv) industrial services.  He focuses on the healthcare business 

services, provider services, industrial growth, and specialty chemical market segments. Mr. 

OôKeefe currently serves on the board of directors of LucidHealth, SePRO, and CDL 

Nuclear Technologies and, prior their sale, served on the board of directors of U.S. Water 

Services and G2 Integrated Solutions. 

Prior to Excellere, Mr. OôKeefe was an investment professional with H.I.G. Capital, a 

middle-market private equity firm, and an Analyst at JPMorgan in their mergers and 

acquisition group. Mr. OôKeefe earned an MBA with honors from the Wharton School at 

the University of Pennsylvania with a major in finance and strategy. Mr. OôKeefe graduated 

cum laude with a BS in analytical finance from Wake Forest University 
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Session 3 ï Different Models of MSO/PPM  
 

 
Ronnen Isakov, CPA : Moderator 

Managing Director- Advisory Services 
Medic Management Group LLC 
 

Ronnen has more than 25 years of experience in the healthcare industry.  Ronnen oversees 

the consulting, operational, and financial services lines of Medic Management Group. His 

focus is on hospital based and system aligned medical practices as well as independent 

medical practices across the country. Ronnenôs areas of expertise include for profit and 

nonprofit entities.  His focus is on practice valuations and forecasting, physician 

compensation plans, due diligence reviews, market valuation analysis, system alignment 

modeling, operational management, budgeting, operations and reimbursement consulting 

within the healthcare and medical industry.  
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Session 3 ï Different Models of MSO/PPM  
 

Thomas Ferkovic, R.Ph., MS 

CEO 

Medic Management Group LLC 

Tom is the CEO of Medic Management Group, LLC. and a leading expert in physician 

practice management. Originally a pharmacist and health care management professional by 

training, and prior to starting the current MMG, Tom was President of the practice 

management firm Telesis of Ohio, where he opened and grew the company to 123 

employees and 185 primary care physicians. Prior to Telesis, he served as the vice president 

of St. Lukeôs Medical Center in Cleveland, where he was responsible for strategic planning, 

managed care contracting, and physician relations, which led to the start of St. Lukeôs 

Integrated Medical System (PHO) and Outreach Professional Systems ð the first hospital-

owned, non-staff primary care group practice in Cleveland. 
 

Greg Nodland, CPA 
CEO 
Sunvera Group 
 

Sunvera Group is MSO focusing on the ophthalmic and eye care space. Founded in 2018, 

it is currently comprised of 10 practices in the Midwest with 21 locations and over 30 

physicians along with 2 ambulatory surgery centers. Greg is also the COO/President of 

Great Expressions Dental Centers ï Part of GEDC for almost 20 years as the group grew 

from a Michigan based dental group with 20 locations to over 300 locations in 10 states. 

Held the role of CFO for 15 years and then moved to COO / President of the group. Helped 

lead GEDC through its growth from a privately owned group practice through three 

consecutive investments by private equity. 
 

Brady Steineck, MD, MBA 

CEO 
Community Health Care Inc. 
 

Brady Steineck is a primary care physician and the CEO of Community Health Care, 

Inc.  He grew up in Canton, Ohio.  He graduated from the University of Akron in 2004, 

from Northeast Ohio Medical University (NEOMED) in 2008, and completed a residency 

in family medicine at Aultman Hospital in 2011.  Brady also graduated with an MBA in 

Healthcare Management from Walsh University in 2019. Brady sees patients at Community 

Health Careôs Louisville location, and became CEO of Community Health Care in 

2020.  He has overseen the growth of CHC and has led CHC into a partnership with Agilon 

Health, helping CHC to become a national leader in value-based health care.  CHC has also 

formed a joint venture with Cleveland Clinic and Medic Management Group of Akron to 

form CurbsideQD, a full -service MSO, providing management services to independent 

physicians throughout northeast Ohio. Brady lives in Canton with his wife Tiffany and their 

five children. 
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Session 3 ï Animal Health Outlook: A post pandemic increase 

demand & future of vet services 
 

Virgil Ochoa : Moderator  
Members 

Dykema 

Virgil Ochoa helps doctors, dentists, veterinarians, and other providers and service 

organizations form profitable relationships. But his work is anything but business as usualð

professionals, DSOs, MSOs, and investors rely on his knowledge of corporate practice of 

medicine regulations and extensive buy-sell experience to ensure deals go smoothly so those 

new relationships will prosper. Many professionals have close emotional attachments to the 

practices theyôve built. While DSO and MSO affiliations may make good financial sense 

for them, taking that next step into a new business entity can be difficult and scary. Virgil  

counsels professionals in every aspect of the transaction by clarifying the risks and pains of 

monetizing their practices so they can focus on their clinical expertise. He also represents 

service organizations, not only in affiliating with professionals, but also in mergers, 

acquisitions, divestitures, and corporate finance matters across all their legal and business 

needs.  
 

Matt Lasky 

Managing Director 

Equity LLC 

Matt has more than 10 years of experience in real estate investing, leasing, finance, and 

portfolio/asset management; including over $1B in transaction value ranging from 

acquisitions and capital markets to large complex leases and real estate strategy. Prior to 

focusing on Equity Velocity Funds, Matt helped grow and lead a healthcare market analysis 

and tenant representation team that has been the recipient of multiple awards for their work 

in 45+ states partnering with clients of all different acuities spanning free standing 

emergency departments to behavioral health and primary care. Matt was responsible for 

multiple aspects of the business including strategic direction, growth, business 

development, and performance.  

 

Michael Crandell   
Co-Founder & Partner 

National Veterinary REIT 

Michael is co-founder and partner in National Veterinary REIT and AMO Partners, two 

distinct investment firms focused on acquiring and managing veterinarian-related real estate 

on a national basis.  In addition to his roles at National Veterinary REIT and AMO Partners, 

Michael manages North Grove Real Estate Capital, a sub-institutional investment platform 

where Michael and his partners seek investments in niche industries that require deep 

diligence, discipline and long-term vision.  Before his experience in real estate private 

equity, Michael spent 4 years in the Real Estate Group of DLA Piperôs Chicago 

office.  Michael received his J.D. from the University of Chicagoôs School of Law and his 

B.S. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
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Session 3 ï Animal Health Outlook : A post pandemic increase 

demand & future of vet services 

 

Dr. Linda Lehmkuhl  
CEO 

MedVet 

In the role of Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Lehmkuhl holds responsibility for driving 

organizational success and execution of MedVetôs strategy to deliver an exceptional 

Employee Experience; deliver the MedVet Experience for MedVetôs patients, clients, and 

referral partners; and healthy growth.  

She works closely with the Leadership Team and MedVet Board to ensure all members of 

our talented healthcare and support services teams work in hospitals with a mission-driven 

and values ï based culture, strong dyad leadership, and state-of-the art equipment and 

technology. This strategic guidance and leadership helps to ensure MedVet successfully 

advances our mission of Leading Specialty Healthcare for Pets. Dr. Lehmkuhl is deeply 

committed to expanding access to MedVetôs specialty and emergency care to more 

communities and preserving the integrity of the veterinary profession. First and foremost, 

preserving the integrity of the profession means honoring those who dedicate their lives to 

the care of pets by delivering an excellent Employee Experience for our MedVet team 

members. It also means ensuring all organizational decisions put patient care, client service, 

and referral partner service at the forefront while maintaining a commitment to reinvesting 

in the profession through the provision of innovation, thought leadership, top tier continuing 

education, clinical research, and organizational partnerships. 

 

 

Brian Sleboda   
Vice President, Growth & Investor Relations 

MedVet 

Brian Sleboda serves as Vice President, Growth & Investor Relations at MedVet. He is 

responsible for the organizationôs healthy growth, spearheading initiatives intended to 

expand the MedVet family of specialty veterinary hospitals committed to delivering 

exceptional service and care to Patients, Clients, and Referral Partners. Prior to joining 

MedVet in February 2018, Brian spent nearly three years with Stryker, where he held the 

position of Business Development Manager. In this time, Brian was a key member of the 

team successfully closing two of the companyôs largest M&A transactions on record. His 

earlier experience includes time with CFGI, a highly specialized financial consulting firm, 

as well as more than eight years with HarbourVest Partners and KPMG as a Senior Private 

Equity Accountant and Senior Associate, respectively. 
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Session 3 ï The Great Resignation: Work Force Issues & Culture 

 
 

Teri Sirset 
Founder & CEO 

DASI Simulations 

Carrie Schochet is the Founder and CEO of Purple Squirrel Advisors, a boutique executive 

search firm based in Troy, Michigan.  With a passion for helping companies grow by 

creating exceptional leadership teams, Carrie has spent the past 19 years connecting C-level 

and senior executives with leadership positions in finance, accounting, human resources, 

operations, sales, and marketing.  

 

After graduating from the University of Notre Dame where she studied finance, Carrie 

moved to Chicago and spent over a decade in various leadership roles at a global recruitment 

firm.  In late 2012, she moved back to her home state of Michigan.  In early 2015, Carrie 

launched Purple Squirrel Advisors with the mission of designing a consultative, ñwhite 

gloveò recruitment process customized to each client. Her teamôs expansive and loyal 

network combined with their direct sourcing activities connect PE-backed, family-owned, 

and entrepreneurial companies with unique candidates to fulfill even the most difficult 

searches. 

 

Carrie and her team have worked collaboratively with their clients to navigate the changes 

in the labor market brought on by the COVID 19 pandemic. 

 

 

 

Roy Bejarano   
Co-Founder & CEO  

SCALE Healthcare 

Roy has interacted with several hundred multi-site provider based organizations across the 

majority of U.S. and financial institutions that provide investment capital to these rapidly 

evolving healthcare management platforms. Roy is particularly focused on MSO and 

practice level operations as well as broad strategic and competitive dynamics across the 

countryôs healthcare services landscape. 

Prior to SCALE, Roy served as Physicians Endoscopyôs Chief Strategy Officer & Co-

President of Physicians Endoscopyôs MSO initiative, where he co-led the firm towards its 

inaugural physician practice MSO partnership transaction with Capital Digestive Care. Prior 

to Physicians Endoscopy, Roy was Co-Founder and President of Frontier Healthcare, which 

was the largest ASC management company in New York at the time of its sale to Kelso & 

Company-backed Physicians Endoscopy in April 2017. 
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Session 3 ï The Great Resignation: Work Force Issues & Culture 

 

Carrie Schochet 
Founder & CEO 

Purple Squirrel Advisors 

Carrie Schochet is the Founder and CEO of Purple Squirrel Advisors, a boutique executive 

search firm based in Troy, Michigan.  With a passion for helping companies grow by 

creating exceptional leadership teams, Carrie has spent the past 19 years connecting C-level 

and senior executives with leadership positions in finance, accounting, human resources, 

operations, sales, and marketing. After graduating from the University of Notre Dame where 

she studied finance, Carrie moved to Chicago and spent over a decade in various leadership 

roles at a global recruitment firm.  In late 2012, she moved back to her home state of 

Michigan.  In early 2015, Carrie launched Purple Squirrel Advisors with the mission of 

designing a consultative, ñwhite gloveò recruitment process customized to each client. Her 

teamôs expansive and loyal network combined with their direct sourcing activities connect 

PE-backed, family-owned, and entrepreneurial companies with unique candidates to fulfill 

even the most difficult searches. 

 

Carrie and her team have worked collaboratively with their clients to navigate the changes 

in the labor market brought on by the COVID 19 pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

Josh Harrison   
President  

Improving 

Josh Harrison the President of Improving, a software development firm focused on building 

trust with clients and all stakeholders. Since Josh joined Improving in 2012, the firm has 

regularly been recognized by the business community as a fast-growing best place to work. 

He is a proponent of Conscious Capitalism and is actively engaged in the community in 

education and social services. 
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Morning  Session ï Discussion on Life Science, VC & Innovation 

 
Neil Johnson : Moderator 

Managing Partner 
Lawrence, Evans, & Co., LLC 
 

Neil Johnson has more than 20 years of healthcare investment banking and private equity 

experience including completion of over $1 billion of corporate finance transactions involving 

merger and acquisitions, equity and corporate debt financings as well as distressed asset 

acquisitions and divestitures.  

As Managing Partner of Lawrence, Evans & Co., LLC, Mr Johnsonôs responsibilities primarily 

include deal sourcing and evaluation, transaction structuring, securing financing including debt 

and equity, and fundraising. Many of the completed transactions have involved acute care 

hospitals, senior housing, home health, behavioral health, revenue cycle management, health IT, 

big data, analytics or other services related companies. 

 

Michael Triplett, PH.D 

Founder, President & CEO 
Armatus Bio, Inc. 
 

Dr. Michael Triplett is co-founder, President, and CEO of Armatus Bio, Inc., a gene therapy 

company based in Columbus, Ohio developing next generation precision therapies for 

genetically driven neuromuscular diseases, and Neucore Bio, Inc., a gene therapy company 

developing next generation viral and nonviral precision therapeutics for genetically driven 

neurological disorders. Dr. Triplett is co-founder and board co-Chair of Clarametyx Biosciences, 

Inc., a preclinical infectious disease company pursuing paradigm shifting therapeutics and 

vaccines for the treatment and prevention of bacterial biofilm mediated diseases, after serving as 

founding President and CEO. Dr. Triplett co-founded and served as President and CEO of 

Myonexus Therapeutics, a clinical stage gene therapy company developing first-ever treatments 

for limb-girdle muscular dystrophies that Sarepta Therapeutics acquired in 2019. 

John Bass 

Founder & CEO 
Hashed Health 

 

John Bass is the Founder & CEO of Hashed Health, an award-winning healthcare venture studio 

based in Nashville. Since 2016, John & his team has been at the vanguard of the use of Web3 

technologies in healthcare. John is the co-author of ñBlockchain in Healthcare,ò and is an 

internationally recognized speaker on healthcare innovation. Before starting Hashed, John was 

CEO at InVivoLink (sold to HCA). Johnôs experience includes startup empactHealth.com (sold 

to GHX). 
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Morning  Session ï Discussion on Life Science, VC & Innovation 

Thong Q. Le 

President & CEO 
Accelerator Life Science Partners & ALSP ORCHID Acquisition Corp. 
 

Thong Q. Le currently serves as Senior Managing Director and CEO of Accelerator Life Science 

Partners (ALSP), an early-stage life science accelerator and investment firm that creates and 

builds next-generation biotechnology companies centered on innovative science. Mr. Le has 

over 20 years of experience identifying, investing in, managing, and successfully exiting 

numerous seed and early-stage investments in the biotechnology sector. He has served as the 

founding CEO and director of numerous Accelerator Life Science Partners portfolio companies, 

including Petra Pharma (substantial acquisition by a global pharmaceutical company in May 

2020), Rodeo Therapeutics (acquired by Amgen Inc. for up to $721M in March 2021), and Lodo 

Therapeutics (acquired by Zymergen in May 2021). He currently oversees the firmôs investments 

in ALSP ORCHID Acquisition Corporation I, KayoThera, Lydian Neurosciences, and Proniras 

Corporation, where he also serves as CEO and Director of each company.  

 

Anthony S. Manna  
Chairman  

Brennan Manna Diamond 

Anthony (Tony) S. Manna epitomizes the entrepreneurial spirit of our Firm. As both a successful 

business lawyer and businessman, Tony and his team of lawyers are able to appreciate client 

concerns from a business perspective and to devise a concrete plan to address those concerns 

within the applicable legal framework.  

Anthony (Tony) Manna is the Founder and Chairman of Signet, LLC, a global investment firm. 

Tony has created collaborative partnerships for Signet, which now owns over 25 companies (10 

of which have been startups) in the manufacturing, technology and service areas; and has also 

developed over $5 billion in real estate projects (mainly in healthcare and institutional student 

housing). 
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Breakout 1 - Venture Outlook  & Update 
 

Brett Thornton : Moderator 

Partner 
Porter Wright 
 

Biotech and Emerging Business practice groups. Brett counsels companies of all sizes 

engaged in complex merger, acquisition and financing transactions, and helps entrepreneurs 

and emerging businesses with formation, growth and business operational issues 

confronting growing companies. He is a graduate of The Ohio State University and George 

Washington University Law School. 

 

Ryan Helon 

EVP of Investment Funds  
Rev1  
 

As EVP of Investment Funds for Rev1 Ventures, Helon manages Rev1ôs proof of concept, 

seed, and early-stage investment funds. He has served as part of CEO Tom Walkerôs 

leadership team at Rev1 Ventures since 2012.  As a leader on the Rev1 Ventures Advisory 

team, Helon works closely with Rev1 portfolio companies and serves as a board member 

and venture advisor for many of them to ensure they remain on the path to success before, 

during and after funding is closed. As a trusted startup advisor and fund manager, Helon 

and his team help with everything from early-stage company valuation, due diligence, 

investment structuring, portfolio company and fund management, and investor relations. 

With Helonôs help, Rev1 has funded over 70 unique companies over the past five years, 

making it among the most active early-stage investors in the Great Lakes region. Heôs 

committed to continuing to ensure Rev1 is well-positioned to invest in high-growth 

companies in Central Ohio, including startups commercializing technologies developed at 

Rev1 Venturesô innovation partners The Ohio State University, Nationwide Childrenôs 

Hospital, and OhioHealth. 
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 Session 1 ï Venture Outlook  & Update 
 

Bill Trainor 

Chief Operating Officer  
Mutual Capital Partners 
 

Bill  Trainor is a co-founder of both Mutual Capital Partners and Access Ventures Fund 

(2000). Bill  leads the business to business practice for Mutual Capital Partners and has been 

an active angel investor since 1997.  Until starting both venture funds, Bil l was Senior Vice 

President-Head of E-Commerce Investment Banking at McDonald Investments, an 

investment bank acquired by Key Corp. At McDonald Investments, he focused on 

consumer, retail, healthcare, and service companies working closely with companies that 

were using technology to expand and complement their existing business structure. Bill  

joined McDonald Investments in 1994 after graduating from Columbia University with an 

A.B. in Political Science. 

He serves on several non-profit boards; the Pennsylvania Venture Capital 

Association Board of Directors, founded in 1982 to catalyze venture investment and 

entrepreneurialism in Western Pennsylvania, and Flashes of Hope, an organization 

dedicated to creating powerful, uplifting portraits of children fighting cancer and other life-

threatening illnesses as well as funding pediatric cancer research. 

 
 

Bill Baumel  
Managing Director 
Ohio Innovation Fund 

Bill Baumel is founding Managing Director of Ohio Innovation Fund - where he has worked 

alongside OIF companies to help secure the majority of the Fortune 500 as customers, as 

well as build significant strategic partnerships with companies such as: Microsoft, 

Facebook, SalesForce, Snowflake, Sanofi, Genentech, Pfizer, UPS, Uber, Cardinal, ESPN 

and Epic Games, among others.   

Bill has had sixteen successful exits via both multi-billion-dollar valuation Initial Public 

Offerings as well as acquisitions by companies such as Medtronic, Dell, SAP, Intuit, Hitachi 

Data Systems, Stryker, Skyworks, Biolife and Oracle. Bill has been recognized as a Top 

100 VC based on successful track record/exits, as well as part of Power Players in the 

Cloud/Data (3x), and Power Players West Coast. 

Bill received an MBA from the University of Michigan with High Distinction and a BS 

from The Ohio State University Summa Cum Laude. 
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Session 1 ï Data, Data, Data 
 
 
 

Rosalyn Ryan : Moderator 

CEO 
HealthFox USA  
 

Rosalyn Ryan is the CEO of HealthFox USA, a subsidiary of a Finnish company that has 

been working with payers and providers all over the world, providing a platform for patients 

to have easy access to all of their health, wellness, recovery and rehabilitation data on their 

phone.  Patients work with their own clinicial and health teams to improve patient outcomes, 

reduce cost, prevent adverse effects and own their own data. 

Ms. Ryan is a Subject Matter Expert for Healthcare with extensive experience on the 

business side, working as a Consultant and Strategist for major healthcare clients on 

provider, payer, academic medical center, government and life sciences issues and has 

spoken internationally on multiple healthcare topics. Her background includes working with 

Federal Health resources on policy and rule creation, including testifying before The Senate 

and The House, working with an architectural firm that built large provider facilities as the 

head of Business Development and for two large technology companies providing 

healthcare solutions, data analytics and new product development.  She has also held 

leadership positions on several healthcare Boards and Committees and started and sold three 

healthcare companies. 

 

Alex Vaillancourt, CPHIMS 

SVP & CIO 
Health Collaborative  
 

Alex Vaillancourt is the Senior Vice President and Chief Information Officer of The Health 

Collaborative, a regional Health Information Exchange, Analytics, and community 

healthcare facilitator primarily serving Ohio, connecting clinical, claims, and social 

determinants of health data to improve the health outcomes in the region. 

 

Mr. Vaillancourt has over 25 years of experience in the healthcare IT industry, having held 

leadership roles with small and large providers, payers, and vendor environments. His 

ability to strike a balance of technological and operational strengths enhances collaboration 

with senior executives, key stakeholders, and external entities to accelerate the 

organizationôs mission, vision, and strategic objectives. 

 

Vaillancourt is an active member of both the Healthcare Information Management Systems 

Society (HIMSS), College of Healthcare Information Management Executives (CHIME), 

and is President of the regional CSO-HIMSS chapter; organizations that strive to further the 

impact of information and technology and how they can improve patient care. He also serves 

on numerous HIT committees including Civitasôs Standards & Technology Committee and 

PCDH Committee.  He obtained his Masterôs degree in Electrical Engineering from The 

Ohio State University and in 2013 was named to Beckerôs Hospital Review ñTop 100 

Healthcare CIOs to know.ò 
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Session 1 ï Data, Data, Data 
 

 
Brian Allen  
Senior Director of Solutions Engineers 
TIBCO 
 

Brian Allen has been the Senior Director of Solutions Engineers for North America at 

TIBCO since 2017, responsible for successful technical sales in some of the worldôs most 

demanding environments.  He has 25+ years of experience in distinctive companies where 

he has specialized in healthcare, anti-fraud, and supply chain technologies and business 

solutions. 

 

Sonja OôMalley 

Senior Director Innovation 
Cleveland Clinic 
 

Sonja O'Malley has over 20 years of experience in healthcare information technology and 

is an advocate for inventors and entrepreneurs.  Sonja serves as Senior Director for the 

innovation and commercialization arm of Cleveland Clinic.  Prior to joining Cleveland 

Clinic, Sonja was responsible for managing the global life sciences client portfolio at a 

subsidiary of Wolters Kluwer.  Sonja's work has spanned clinical laboratory medicine as a 

MT (ASCP), consulting in Accentureôs health care practice, directing the process 

improvement practice within a health insurance organization, and building multiple startups 

as an early employee. Sonja is a certified PMP from the Project Management Institute and 

has a BS in medical technology from Miami University and an MBA from the Weatherhead 

School of Management at Case Western Reserve University. 

Douglas Goldstein  
Managing Director 
Salt Flats Capital 
 

Douglas Goldstein is a leader in real-time performance improvement through data 

optimization, disruptive technologies, and human ingenuity.  Salt Flats Capital is teamed 

with Salt Flats Venture Building Studio in Chicagoôs West Loop.  Salt Flats creates and 

commercializes companies at velocity with USAA based on its 2000+ patent portfolio.  Salt 

Flats also accelerates growth of Members such as Bio-rithm, a nexgen at home virtual fetal 

monitoring device and service based in Singapore, Soovu, a novel therapeutic delivering 

wearable anywhere chronic pain relief through thermal neuromodulation and Fast Radius, 

a leader in 3D addictive manufacturing.    

As the Innovation Officer of the Inova Health System ï Center for Personalized Health, a 

117 acres Innovation District in the Washington DC, Douglas engineered next generation 

solutions integrating clinical care, genomics, SDoH and digital therapeutics in alliance with 

Inova clinical leaders and global life sciences and medical device companies.  
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Session 1 ï Open Discussion on Blockchain, Web3 & the Metaverse 

 

Neil Johnson : Moderator 

Managing Partner 
Lawrence, Evans, & Co., LLC 
 

Neil Johnson has more than 20 years of healthcare investment banking and private equity 

experience including completion of over $1 billion of corporate finance transactions 

involving merger and acquisitions, equity and corporate debt financings as well as distressed 

asset acquisitions and divestitures.  
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Session 1 ï Open Discussion on Blockchain, Web3 & the Metaverse 

Yael Swerdlow  
Founder & CEO   
Maestro Games, SPC 
 

Yael Swerdlow is the CEO and Founder of Maestro Games, SPC. Yael is co-founder of the 

Women's Empowerment Foundation, a board member of the International Visitors Council 

of Los Angeles and a board member of the humanitarian organization, Shelters for Israel. 

Yael also serves on the Advisory Boards of MILO Cognitive, First Amendment Voice, 

Solution Point+, and is a consultant at USC's award winning Game Pipe Labs. Additionally, 

she serves on both the National Small Business Association's Leadership Council Advisory 

Board (NSBA) and the Small Business Technology Council (SBTC). 
Formerly, she was co-chair of the national leadership council of Games for Change, and a 

board member of the Hadassah Brandeis Gender Research Institute. Formerly, Yael held 

the position of Independent Visiting Scholar in the Gender Studies Department of the 

University of Southern California where she created and taught Spy Novel Diplomacy - a 

groundbreaking class that examines the role of gender in espionage, intelligence gathering 

and propaganda. 

Kyle Culver 

Founder 

Rhiza Health  

Kyle Culver is a thought leader in the application of Blockchain Technologies to the 

Healthcare Industry and the founder of Rhiza Health community. For the past 20 years, he 

has demonstrated his passion for software engineering across a wide variety of IT roles 

concentrating on development, integration, architecture, and quality assurance. In his 

current role as Director of Emerging Technologies at Humana Inc., Mr. Culver is a key 

member of the firmôs Technology Advancement team and a winner in the Blockchain 

challenge hosted by the Department of Health and Human Servicesô Office of the National 

Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC).  Mr. Culver is a co-founder of 

the Synaptic Health Alliance, holds Bachelor of Science and Masters of Engineering 

degrees in Computer Engineering and Computer Science, as well as an MBA in 

Entrepreneurship, all from the University of Louisville. 

John Bass  
Founder & CEO   
Hashed Health 
 

John Bass is the Founder & CEO of Hashed Health, an award-winning healthcare venture 

studio based in Nashville. Since 2016, John & his team has been at the vanguard of the use 

of Web3 technologies in healthcare. John is the co-author of ñBlockchain in Healthcare,ò 

and is an internationally recognized speaker on healthcare innovation. Before starting 

Hashed, John was CEO at InVivoLink (sold to HCA). Johnôs experience includes 

startup empactHealth.com (sold to GHX). 

 

Day 2 Speaker Bios  

10:00am ï 10:45am 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rhiza.health/
http://humananews.com/2016/09/2966/
http://humananews.com/2016/09/2966/
https://www.synaptichealthalliance.com/
http://empacthealth.com/


  

 HCMIS 2022 42 

 

Session 2 ï Investments in Cell & Gene Therapy 
 

 
Eddie Pauline : Moderator  
President & CEO 

BioOhio   
 

Eddie Pauline joined BioOhio as President and CEO in August 2021. Eddie previously 

served as the Director for Economic Development for The Ohio State University within its 

Enterprise for Research, Innovation, and Knowledge. In this role, Eddie led the economic 

development and economic impact functions to attract new companies to Ohio and retain 

and expand Ohio businesses.  Working closely with tech transfer and commercialization 

partners, corporate partnerships, the innovation district, medical center, government affairs, 

and startup portfolio, he initiated and guided campus-wide and industry-specific workforce, 

innovation, and placemaking programs to drive economic growth. Prior to coming to Ohio 

State in 2010, Eddie worked in the digital media industry for startups and large corporations, 

primarily in Seattle and New York, where he was part of the team that led the successful 

acquisition of Scout.com by Fox Interactive Media. Eddie holds a BA and a BS from The 

Ohio State University, an MBA from Franklin University, and is an Ohio Certified 

Economic Developer. 

Christina Perry 

Senior Vice President of Finance & Investor Relations 
Forge Biologics   
 

Christina Perry is Senior Vice President of Finance and Investor Relations at Forge 

Biologics. She spent the last several years as the CFO of Drive Capital where she built out 

all accounting and finance operations, back-office needs, and investor relations and 

reporting. Ms. Perry managed complex entity legal structures and has had extensive 

experience in equity and debt financings. Over the last 15+ years, she has worked with 

public and private companies and startups across varying industries, developing operational 

processes to scale with high growth. Ms. Perry spent the onset of her career at Deloitte, is a 

licensed CPA in the state of Ohio, earned her B.B.A. at the University of Notre Dame and 

a Master of Accountancy from Miami University. 

 

Dr. Marcos de Lima   
Professor of Medicine 
The Ohio State University  
 

Dr. Marcos de Lima is Professor of Medicine, Ohio State University, and Director of Blood 

and Marrow Transplant and Cellular Therapy programs at The Ohio State University 

Comprehensive Cancer Center ï Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove 

Research Institute. He has extensive experience developing and conducting clinical trials in 

the context of hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for myeloid malignancies. His 

research focus on strategies to prevent leukemia relapse after transplant, and the 

development of novel translational cellular therapy approaches to treating blood cancers. 
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Session 2 ï Investments in Cell & Gene Therapy  
 

 
 

Frank Orlowski  
Director, Business Development 
Latham BioPharm Group 
 

Mr. Orlowski leads LBGôs business development. A former Pfizer executive, he worked for 

more than 25 years in positions of increasing responsibility in Finance, Strategy, and 

Operations. He led the Supply Chain and Finance functions across Asia, Eastern Europe, 

South America, and the Middle East, developing business, operational, and financial market 

access product localization strategies. He also had direct financial control of a $2 Billion 

Yearly Operating Plan, managing a team of more than 300 in-country finance colleagues 

across 35 Global Markets. In an entrepreneurial-type role at Pfizer, in which he was 

responsible for building new markets from the ground up, Mr. Orlowski consistently 

demonstrated expertise working in multicultural environments in more than 35 countries, 

partnering with influential in-country organizations and governments in complex 

negotiations to localize manufacturing production and commercialization of more 

than10,000 product SKUs to help exceed Pfizerôs global growth targets. 

 
 

Marybeth Camboni 
Patient Advocate 
 

Marybeth was a gene therapy researcher for 15 years at Nationwide Children's Hospital She 

was the author of 13 peer reviewed journal articles during that time.  
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Session 2 ï Creating Value & Economic Growth Through Academic 

Technology Transfer 

 
Margaret Barkett, PhD 
Director, Office of Tech Commercialization  
Nationwide Childrenôs Hospital  
 

Margaret joined the Office of Technology Commercialization at Nationwide Childrenôs 

Hospital in February 2010 as a licensing associate. She currently serves as the officeôs 

director of licensing. In her role with the office Margaret manages the assessment, 

protection, valuation and out-licensing of a portfolio of intellectual property assets owned 

by Nationwide Childrenôs. She is also actively involved in managing many of the officeôs 

relationships with both internal and external stakeholders.  

Margaret has a bachelorôs degree in Biology from Emory University and earned her 

doctorate in Molecular and Cell Biology from Boston University, where she continued her 

training as a postdoctoral fellow. Her doctoral and postdoctoral research in cell death 

biology spanned different areas including cancer biology and development. 

Prior to joining Nationwide Childrenôs, she completed a full-time, one-year technology 

licensing internship at Massachusetts Institute of Technology focusing on medical devices 

and biotechnology. 
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Session 2 ï Creating Value & Economic Growth Through Academic 

Technology Transfer 
 

Dr. DJ Nag : Moderator 

Founder | Chair 
Innovaito | Ohio Intellectual Property Alliance (OHIPA) 
 

Dr. DJ Nag founded, Brevelex and Innovaito for patent prosecution and licensing. He serves 

as an independent board member at Crown Electrokinetics Inc (NASDAQ: CRKN), an 

energy saving technology company. Dr. Nag successfully led top university technology 

transfer offices at Rutgers University, Ohio State and University of Nebraska. He was a 

Director at Ocean Tomo, a company that created patent auctions. He was recognized as one 

of the top IP strategists by IAM300 in 2019. He was on the Board of AUTM FROM 2012-

14. He is widely recognized as a global intellectual property strategist working with 

government and universities in Poland, Japan, India, Turkey, Brazil, South Korea, Ukraine 

and many other countries. Currently he teaches intellectual property strategy and 

negotiations as a Professor of Practice at Rutgers University; Lecturer ITQB NOVA; 

Visiting Professor at Shizuoka University. He holds a Ph.D. and MBA from University of 

Nebraska and bachelors in pharmaceutical sciences from Jadavpur Universit 

 
Dr. Joseph Jankowski  
Chief Innovation Officer | Board Member 
Case Western Reserve | Ohio Intellectual Property Alliance (OHIPA) 
 

Dr. Jankowski is a nationally-recognized commercialization leader, specializing in early-

stage biomedical opportunity assessment, commercial licensing and corporate financing and 

structuring.  Jankowski is active in corporate-level governance, having served as a founding 

or current board member and trustee for a myriad of entrepreneurial enterprises, including 

Arteriocyte, BioEnterprise Corporation, Cleveland Water Alliance, Folio Photonics, 

JumpStart, Neuros Medical, and RoadPrintz.  He has contributed leadership to multiparty 

innovation and economic development programs that include the Case Coulter Translational 

Research Partnership, NIH CTSA Key Functions Committee and TeamNEO Business 

Development Council.  

 

Brandon Ford, ESQ 

Chief Accelerator Director | Board Member 
Lubrizol Corporation | Ohio Intellectual Property Alliance (OHIPA) 
 

Lubrizol is a specialty chemical company based in Wickliffe, Ohio and is a part of the 

Berkshire Hathaway family of companies.  The Accelerator Program utilizes Lubrizol 

technology, manufacturing, and skin science expertise to provide turn key product and 

brand development to customers in the personal care industry.  Brandon is responsible for 

the growth and strategy of the program and manages its investments.  Prior to joining the 

Accelerator Team, Brandon was corporate counsel for The Lubrizol Corporation, focusing 

on M&A in personal care on behalf of Lubrizol. 
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Session 2 ï The 3 Dôs of Medication Stewardship: Dispensing, 

Delivery, Destruction  

Duane Mancini : Moderator 

CEO 
Project Medtech 
 

Duane has extensive experience in go-to-market strategy including regulatory & 

reimbursement, biocompatibility, pre-clinical efficacy testing, and clinical trial design & 

execution. As a result of Duaneôs unique background, he has developed a comprehensive 

understanding of what early-stage start-ups need to do in order to be successful. 

With all of the complexities of running a Medtech company and taking a product to the 

market, Duane partners with start-ups to develop strategies and milestones. He evaluates 

how their early decisions in various aspects of the company may impact other aspects in the 

future. He supports in creating the blue print to build and grow companies. 
 

As a chemist by training, Duane enjoys the innovative science that goes into every company. 

He is proud to be a ñnerdò of the Medtech industry. This is demonstrated by hosting the 

podcast called ñProject Medtech.ò Here is where he and the guests share stories, advice, 

pitfalls, trends, and innovations in Medtech space. 

 

Emily Muenchen  
VP of Sales 
ScriptDrop   
 

Emily is Vice President of Sales and Business Development at ScriptDrop. Emily was one 

of ScriptDrop's early employees and has worn many hats through the years. Prior to 

ScriptDrop, Emily earned a degree in nursing and has over 10 years of healthcare experience 

ranging from clinical to administration.  
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Session 2 ï The 3 Dôs of Medication Stewardship: Dispensing, 

Delivery, Destruction  

 
Jeffrey R. Wahl   
President & Co-Founder 

MIDAS Healthcare Solutions, Inc.   
 

Jeffrey R. Wahl is a graduate of Franklin & Marshall College (A.B., Government) and Case 

Western Reserve University School of Law (J.D.), where he was a Law Review editor. He 

is president and co-founder of MIDAS Healthcare Solutions, Inc., a venture developing 

solutions for the safe handling, tracking and tracing of controlled substances and other high-

value pharmaceuticals in healthcare institutions, pharmacies, and in the home. MIDAS 

systems prevent drug diversion, medication misuse, and irresponsible handling. Mr. Wahl 

has been called an ñexpert on drug abuse and preventionò by the Congressional Bipartisan 

Addiction and Mental Health Task Force to whom he testified in 2020. His testimony 

showcased MIDASôs ñtechnology to prevent addiction and promote patient safety.ò 

He is a recognized expert on the use of technology to improve medical outcomes, reduce 

pharmaceutical diversion, lower caregiver risk and liability, and improve healthcare 

communications between providers / patients and among caregivers. Mr. Wahl was a 

panelist at the Milken Institute Center for Public Healthôs Conference on Digital Health 

Innovations Combatting the Opioid Crisis and its Future of Health Conference. He 

continues as a participant in Milken Institute sessions on opioids and drug abuse issues. He 

lectures and teaches regularly on a wide variety of topics in medical risk management, drug 

diversion, the use of innovative technologies in healthcare, and other patient safety topics. 
 
 

Russell McKee 

Chief Commercial Officer 
VendRx 
 

Russell McKee enjoys being described as a 'plus-one' founder of VendRx.  He first joined 

as an investor and board member, then he joined operations as the Chief Commercial Officer 

in early 2019.    Throughout his career he has followed his passion for the ideation, 

development and implementation of innovative healthcare products and services that 

fundamentally raise the bar.  In leadership roles he has contributed to launching: disease 

state management programs; new class pharmaceutical; best-in-class pharmaceutical; and 

pioneering electronic prescription tools.  He is an entrepreneur and has founded businesses 

for Medical Equipment Distribution and Retail Data Systems.  He has designed medical 

retail channels and has done consulting in aesthetic medicine and cleantech.    Russell has a 

BS in Biology from the University of Utah; An MBA from UCLA Anderson and an MBA 

from the National University of Singapore.  
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Lunch Panel  ̄From the Surgical Suit to the C-Suite: An Intimate 

Conversation with Dr.Toby Cosgrove 
 

Dr. Toby Cosgrove 

Former President & CEO / Advisor 
Cleveland Clinic / MIDAS Healthcare Solutions, Inc. 

 
Toby Cosgrove, MD, is former CEO and current Executive Advisor of Cleveland Clinic. 

He is Strategic Advisor to MIDAS Healthcare Solutions, Senior Advisor of Innova Health 

Partners, and is Member of the Board of Directors of Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi, 

American Well, and Hims & Hers. As an expert on health issues, he is a frequent 

commentator in national and international media. As CEO and President of Cleveland Clinic 

from 2004 through 2017, he led the $8 billion organization to new heights of achievement 

and efficiency, seeing it ranked the #2 hospital in America (U.S. News). In his role as 

Executive Advisor, he is working with Cleveland Clinic leadership on strategies for national 

and international growth. Dr. Cosgrove graduated from Williams College and the University 

of Virginia School of Medicine. He trained at Massachusetts General Hospital and Brook 

General Hospital in London. In 1967, he was a surgeon in the U.S. Air Force, earning a 

Bronze Star. Dr. Cosgrove joined Cleveland Clinic in 1975 and chaired the Department of 

Thoracic and Cardiovascular surgery from 1989 to 2004. He performed over 22,000 

operations and earned an international reputation in valve repair. He holds 30 patents for 

medical innovations. As CEO from 2004 to 2017, he reorganized services, improved 

outcomes and patient experience, and strengthened the organizationôs finances. 
 

Jeffrey R. Wahl   
President & Co-Founder 

MIDAS Healthcare Solutions, Inc.   
 

Jeffrey R. Wahl is a graduate of Franklin & Marshall College (A.B., Government) and Case 

Western Reserve University School of Law (J.D.), where he was a Law Review editor. He 

is president and co-founder of MIDAS Healthcare Solutions, Inc., a venture developing 

solutions for the safe handling, tracking and tracing of controlled substances and other high-

value pharmaceuticals in healthcare institutions, pharmacies, and in the home. MIDAS 

systems prevent drug diversion, medication misuse, and irresponsible handling. Mr. Wahl 

has been called an ñexpert on drug abuse and preventionò by the Congressional Bipartisan 

Addiction and Mental Health Task Force to whom he testified in 2020. His testimony 

showcased MIDASôs ñtechnology to prevent addiction and promote patient safety.ò 

He is a recognized expert on the use of technology to improve medical outcomes, reduce 

pharmaceutical diversion, lower caregiver risk and liability, and improve healthcare 

communications between providers / patients and among caregivers. Mr. Wahl was a 

panelist at the Milken Institute Center for Public Healthôs Conference on Digital Health 

Innovations Combatting the Opioid Crisis and its Future of Health Conference. He 

continues as a participant in Milken Institute sessions on opioids and drug abuse issues. He 

lectures and teaches regularly on a wide variety of topics in medical risk management, drug 

diversion, the use of innovative technologies in healthcare, and other patient safety topics. 
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Session 3 ï How Hospital Innovation  Centers Deliver Value for 

Hospitals, Startups and Partners 
 

John Ziegler : Moderator 

Director 
The Healthcare Development & Innovation Group (HDIG) 
 

John Ziegler is a partner and Vice President of Patient Experience Improvement 

and Business Development with Ambassador Software Works. Ambassador is a healthcare 

technology company that uses proprietary algorithms and AI to guide caregiver/patient 

engagements on site or remotely to reduce costs and improve overall quality scores. 

John brings over 25 years of operations and data-driven marketing experience to healthcare 

solutions development. Over the last 10 years John has worked with medical device start-

ups before joining Ambassador. John has a passion for finding solutions that operationalize 

the vast amounts of data available to organizations to improve efficiency and effectiveness 

in delivering on their mission.John also serves as the Past-President and Board Chair of the 

1500-member Central Ohio Chapter of the Healthcare Financial Managers Association 

(HFMA), which has 68,000 members nationally.  John is a graduate of Wake Forest 

University where he played varsity soccer and has an M. S. from Rochester Institute of 

Technology. John is a passionate continuous learner holding multiple certificate degrees in 

entrepreneurship, finance and analytics. 

 

John Shallman 

President 
Harness LLC 

 

In Johnôs 30+ years of healthcare experience he has built an extremely comprehensive 

perspective framework that is unmatched in the Healthcare Innovation field. John has 

managed global product development for Fortune 500 medical technology corporations. He 

has worked with investment firms and supported life science startup companies, so he has 

an acute understanding how technology is commercially integrated into the industry. John 

is familiar with the public/private interface which is so critical in healthcare innovation via 

his work with economic development organizations as well as the W.H.O. and governments 

globally. Through significant experience leading and negotiating complex agreements in 

the field including technology transfer and strategic corporate partnerships, John has the 

insights into how to structure complex and multi-variate agreements. John has advanced 

experience in health system-based innovation since he has not only been an employee of a 

large system and launched these strategic programs, but he also advises/supports multiple 

systems nationally in various aspects of strategic innovation development, strategy, and 

implementation. John understands the complexities of introducing innovation into a Health 

System and also how hospitals can influence and catalyze industry innovation. 
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Session 3 ï How Hospital Innovation Centers Deliver Value for 

Hospitals, Startups and Partners 

Neil Wyant 
VP, Commercialization & Investment 

UH Ventures 

Neil is an experienced early-stage investor, manager and board member with 25+ years of 

experience with new venture formation and governance, business development and 

commercialization. In his role as VP of UH Ventures, Neil is responsible for venture 

investment, commercialization and technology transfer for the organization. In this capacity 

he works with inventors to spin technologies out of UH and he works with UH leadership to 

source best-in-class external solutions to address system needs. Prior to joining UH Ventures 

Neil established and managed the venture investing business for a family office. Previously 

he has held several C-level positions in early-stage ventures. Early in his career Neil managed 

the technology transfer office at Argonne National Laboratory for the University of Chicago.  

Josh Gratsch   
President & COO 

Ascend Innovations 

Josh Gratsch is the President & COO of Ascend Innovations and has been with the company 

since early 2016. Josh started at Ascend as a Data Scientist and was pivotal in transforming 

the foundational business model and strategy into the sustainable, dual-purpose, product-

driven approach that exists today; a transformation which has positioned Ascend to build a 

community health technology innovation business paired with a startup studio in Ascend 

Ventures. He has served the company at all levels, including Director of Data Science, VP of 

Data & Operations, Chief Operating Officer, and recently added the President role in January 

of this year as a transition to CEO. Josh will assume the role of President & CEO for Ascend 

in October of this year, shifting responsibilities from operations to leading growth and 

creation of new business pathways for the company. Josh was also instrumental in launching 

the first spinout company of Ascend, Positiv.ly LLC, a mental health application for high 

school students. He serves as the Board Chair of Positiv.ly and is leading efforts to create a 

repeatable spinout and product commercialization process for future products. 

Matthew McFarland 

VP, Commercialization and Industry Relations 
Nationwide Childrenôs Hospital 
 

Matthew joined Nationwide Childrenôs Hospital as director of the Office of Technology 

Commercialization in the spring of 2012 and currently serves as Vice President of 

Commercialization and Industry Relations. He has a diverse background in drug discovery, 

business development, startup generation and funding, and strategic partnerships. During his 

tenure at Nationwide Childrenôs Hospital, the Office of Technology Commercialization has 

experienced an increase in annual deal flow by 900%. Matthew brokered multiple strategic 

partnerships for NCH with industry and state partners and has been substantially involved in 

the recruitment and establishment of industrial partners in Columbus, Ohio. He designed and 

implemented novel deal-structures with licensing partners to foster increased engagement and 

deployment of development resources into the institution.  
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Session 3 ï Development in Clinical Trials  
 

Katie Tarr, MBA, CVA, FHFMA : Moderator  
Shareholder, Healthcare Valuation Services 

LBMC Healthcare 

Kate H. (Katie) Tarr, MBA, CVA, FHFMA is a Shareholder in the Healthcare Valuation 

practice of the Advisory Services division of LBMC, PC in Nashville, Tennessee. Her 

practice performs valuation and litigation support services for private and publicly held 

companies. Katie has more than a decade of experience in both the corporate and consulting 

aspects of healthcare. She specializes in determining fair market value of physician 

compensation arrangements.  

Katie leads LBMCôs Life Sciences service line within the CV practice and has experience 

valuing compensation for Key Opinion Leaders (KOLs) and Healthcare Professionals 

(HCPs). She also has extensive experience in valuing clinical, call coverage, administrative 

or Medical Director services, as well as other professional services arrangements. In 

addition, she has experience developing commercially reasonable physician compensation 

models and policies. 

Katie serves on the boards of several industry professional organizations and is the incoming 

President of the Tennessee chapter of the Healthcare Financial Management Association 

(HFMA). Katie has received numerous industry awards. In 2018 Katie was named one of 

Nashville Medical News ñWomen to Watchò and in 2021 she was recognized for her 

contributions to her profession and community as a National Association of Certified 

Valuators and Analysts (NACVA) 40 Under Forty honoree. Katie often speaks and authors 

articles on a variety of healthcare valuation topics for organizations including the Tennessee 

Society of CPAs, the American Health Lawyers Association, and HFMA. 

Katie is an Ohio native and prior to joining LBMC, Katie worked at OhioHealth where she 

managed physician contracting and compensation for their OhioHealth Physician Group. 

 

Walter Storm   
CEO & Co-Founder 

Aspen Insights 

A former Technical Fellow and Data Scientist at Lockheed Martin, Walter advised 

executive leadership and advanced the state-of-the-art in applied statistics and machine 

learning. He specialized in developing rich, immersive models focused on topic modeling, 

agglomerative clustering, word-embedding, and stacked autoencoders. 

Preceding his time at Lockheed Martin, Walter held the title of Head of Quantitative 

Research and Portfolio Risk Management and Optimization at Bass Enterprisesô Barbnet 

Investment Company. Within the fund, Walter and his team managed an equity long/short 

volatility arbitrage portfolio using proprietary hedging and optimization algorithms. 
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Session 3 ï Digital Transformation  in Clinical Trials  

 

Todd Albin  
CEO 

Cedar Health Research 

Todd Albin joined the founding of Cedar Health Research following more than two decades 

of experience as an accomplished leader in the clinical research industry. He is an expert in the 

areas of clinical research site operations and patient engagement. His past experience includes 

management roles with Synexus, PPD/Acurian, and Ora where he led global teams supporting 

operations, investigator site relations, and patient recruitment and retention. 

 

Jacob Thomas 

Partnerships 

Syneos Health 

Jacob provides data business strategy through the management of a portfolio of global data and 

technology partnerships for Syneos Health. Syneos is a product development company 

servicing all stages and company sizes in the life sciences industry.  Primary endpoints 

delivered to customers are better performing clinical trials and commercialized products to 

improve patient outcomes.  Jacob provides applied data subject matter expertise on healthcare 

and consumer data use in AI/ML driven products and services.  Administrative responsibilities 

for the Syneos data community includes 1,000+ data users, all stages of contracting, 

governance and due diligence on current and prospective partners.    

 

 

Ryan Gifford, MBA 

Senior Director of Business Development 

CTI Clinical Trial & Consulting Services 

Over the past 16 years with CTI, he has served in various leadership roles, building the 

Business Development team throughout Europe and Asia Pacific, ultimately serving as Head 

of North American and Asia Pacific Business Development.  Prior to working within CTIôs 

International Development, he established CTIôs corporate positioning and communications 

team.  Preceding the Business Development efforts, Mr. Gifford worked as a Project Manager 

and within CTIôs Regulatory and Scientific Affairs.  He received his B.A in Zoology with a 

minor in Neuroscience from Miami University where he was a two-time recipient of the Miami 

University Senate Committee Award for Research and has an MBA from Indiana Wesleyan 

with a concentration in healthcare. 
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Session 3 ï Hot Topics in Digital Health: Challenges & 

Opportunities  

 

Katheryn (Kate) Hickner-Cruz : Moderator  

Member, Partner 
Brennan Manna Diamond (BMD) 
 

Kate is a healthcare attorney who specializes in transactional matters and compliance with 

federal and state healthcare regulations.  Her years of experience advising clients on a wide 

range of healthcare matters affords her the depth of knowledge necessary to help her clients 

stay ahead of the curve in a rapidly changing, highly complex industry. Kate is licensed in 

New York, Ohio and Michigan. 

Kate helps her clients achieve their business objectives and charitable missions in a manner 

that complies with state and federal healthcare regulations, including federal Stark and state 

self-referral laws, federal and state anti-kickback laws, HIPAA and state privacy laws, and 

federal tax-exempt laws. She is passionate about expanding access to quality healthcare 

while improving the efficiency of care delivery. That passion translates into Kateôs work 

serving clients in nearly all areas of health care law. 

 

Bruce Gordon   
Enterprise Healthcare Strategist  

QurHealth 

Bruce Gordon is an Enterprise Healthcare Strategist with Ventech Solutions and its spinoff 

company QurHealth.  Bruce spearheads strategic initiatives across the healthcare market 

and supports direct program delivery to the customer base.  He leads QurHealth technology 

licensing efforts with research hospitals in the U.S. and is a leader for QurHealth Medicare 

and Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) efforts. Bruce also has over 30 years of 

experience supporting public and private healthcare entities including the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). 

Bruce brings over 40 years of experience as a services and IT executive providing 

innovative leadership to government, healthcare and financial services organizations.  He 

provides insights and solves customer challenges based on a full understanding of the 

information that is part of our healthcare system, including claims, quality measures, 

provider data, beneficiary data and benefit program data. He has served as the Chief 

Architect for CMSôs systems that process quality measures from the nationôs healthcare 

providers and he architected provider data repositories for several health plans. Bruce 

supported the CMS CIO directly in endeavors including creating Enterprise Data Centers 

and issuing an Enterprise System Developer IDIQ.  He also helped fashion operational rules 

for the dialysis Quality Incentive Program.   Bruce led the formation of MITRE 

corporationôs CMS and HHS mission support organizations and established American 

Management Systemsô (now part of CGI) CMS business organization. Prior to working in 

the IT services industry Bruce served as the Vice President of Information Technology for 

the New York Insurance Exchange. 
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Session 3 ï Hot Topics in Digital Health: Challenges & 

Opportunities  

Aparna Pujar  
Founder & CEO 

Zemplee 

Aparna Pujar is the Founder and CEO of Zemplee. Aparna has an extensive experience 

working at Fortune 100 Companies in Product, Technology and Business leadership roles - 

with focus in eCommerce, Media, Healthcare, Big Data,  Artificial Intelligence and 

Blockchain. Having formerly worked at Yahoo! and eBay, she specializes in 

conceptualizing, building and scaling hyper-growth internet based technology products and 

platforms. Aparna is an engineer at heart, is an alumna of Stanford Graduate School of 

Business, has a BS degree in Electrical Engineering from Bangalore University and a 

Master's Degree in Engineering Management from Santa Clara University. She is actively 

involved in philanthropy and serves on the board of several non-profits focused 

 

Dr. Dan German, DDS 

Founder, CEO & Chief Orthodontist  

orthobrain 

Dr. Daniel S. German is a true orthodontic pioneer and entrepreneur, who has devoted his 

life to bringing greater access to healthy, beautiful smiles. He is a graduate of Case Western 

Reserve University (DDS) and the University of Louisville (Certificate of Orthodontics). 

He is currently the founder, CEO and Chief Orthodontist at orthobrain, a proven orthodontic 

growth system that helps Dental Service Organizations and General Dentists build the 

lifestyle and the practice of their dreams, increase their profits, and improve patient 

outcomes by providing quality orthodontic care in their own offices. Powered by the 

expertise of Orthodontists, orthobrain provides a total solution based on a comprehensive 

playbook to increase patient acquisition, improve outcomes & digital workflow integration.  
 

Dr. German intimately understands the inner workings of dental and orthodontic practices, 

having provided care for over 30,000 patients at one of the largest private practices in the 

USA. Dr. German has lectured on international stages and has taught continuing education 

courses, where he honed his skills educating and motivating General Dentists and their 

teams about orthodontics and practice management. 

 

 

Ryan Eder 

Founder & CEO 

IncludeHealth 

Designer by trade. Founder & CEO of IncludeHealth where we are relentlessly passionate 

about lowering the barriers to musculoskeletal care through the fusion of design and 

technology. Prior to Include, was a design consultant developing products for Nike, 

TaylorMade, Ethicon, Stryker, Coca-Cola, GE and more. Have been fortunate to receive 

over 40 health & design awards including winning Best in Show twice in the International 

Design Excellence Awards. 
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Maestro Games, SPC 

Presenter: Yael Swerdlow, Founder and CEO of Maestro Games.  Prior to founding Maestro Games, Yael was a 

consultant at USC's award-winning Game Pipe Labs and longtime photojournalist 

Company Summary: Our mission is to provide a non-pharmaceutical alternative to build and maintain mental 

resiliency for people who are susceptible to Post Traumatic Stress, moral injury, depression, substance abuse, and 

other forms of distress because of the demands placed upon them. 

Product: The Last aŀŜǎǘǊƻϰ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳƴŘōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛǾŜΣ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ-controlled virtual reality (VR) platform 

that merges music, movement, and visuals to provide an emotionally compelling & healing therapeutic experience. 

Clients: Our initial launch targets first responders, law enforcement  and military personnel through our channel 

partner MILO, and healthcare providers through our channel partner Dell Technology. 

Contact Information:   Yael Swerdlow 

   yael@maestrogames.com 

   310.980.6539   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DASI Simulations, licensed with technology from The Ohio State University, is 

focused on transforming care for Structural Heart patients. 

  
We perform advanced individualized computational predictive modeling powered 
by Artificial Intelligence and Computer Vision that offers innovative techniques for 
measuring otherwise undetectable heart procedure complications. 
  
¢ƘŜ 5!{L {ƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘŀƛƭƻǊǎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛǾŜ ƳƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ 

uniquŜ ŀƴŀǘƻƳƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ 

procedure leading to improved outcomes and safety for patients, enhanced lifelong 

planning and reduction in the overall costs of structural heart procedures.  
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Teri Sirset 

Co-founder, President & CEO 

(310)-749-9230 

teri.sirset@dasisim.com 

dasisim.com 

mailto:yael@maestrogames.com
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PRESENTER 

 
Greg Noble, the CEO, has championed the Kovo journey since 2002 when he and Jeana Noble joined forces to create 
MedWorxs. MedWorxs was a medical billing software and services business which merged with Kovo prior to going public 
on the Toronto Stock Exchange (TSXV:KOVO). 
 

 
COMPANY PROFILE 

Kovo HealthTech Corporation is a growing healthcare technology company that specializes in Billing-as-a-Service offering 
SaaS-style recurring revenue contracts and software for US healthcare clinics, hospitals and private practices. Kovo helps 
healthcare providers digitally track and manage complex patient care registration, services, billing and payments in a 
seamless way, using its industry-leading OneRev technology platform. Kovo and its subsidiaries are now processing more 
than $200 million in total annual medical claims to allow its 1700+ healthcare provider clients to focus on offering quality 
care. 

 

OUR STRATEGY 

 
Accretive growth through leveraged buyouts selecting from the more than 15,000 companies in the Revenue Cycle 

Management space in the US doing between $3 and $10m in annual revenue. Entrepreneurial owners are freed from 

administrative functions and can concentrate on revenue growth. We introduce our efficiencies learned from over 20 years 

in the space. Continue to grow the acquired companies organically maximizing their potential. 
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{ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ bŀǘǳǊŜ π 

{Ƴŀƭƭ aƻƭŜŎǳƭŜ !ƳǇƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ  

!ŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ 
Microbiome is Key to Protecting Humanity and the Sustainability of the Planet 

     Biosortia Microbiomics provides small molecules and datasets from our deep access to unculturable microbes in 

microbiomes, a valuable proven source for future therapeutics. Our unique direct access to previously inaccessible 

microbial small molecules and extensive datasets will accelerate discovery in critical life science areas including new 

opportunities with next-generation drugs, agrochemical, longevity, sustainability, advanced energy, and more. 

     Biosortia Microbiomics invented and is the only company practicing Microbiome Mining. Our technology, equipment, 

and processes execute in an environmentally friendly way to find, obtain, process, analyze, and prepare small molecules 

and datasets for contractual research and collaborative opportunities. 

     Small molecules, metabolomics datasets, and analytics are obtained from naturally occurring microbiomes with 

overlapping genes and metabolic pathways of human and other microbiomes. The source microbiomes are recovered 

at a scale and quality that permits deep understanding because BiosortiaΩs exclusive technologies reach at least 6 orders 

of magnitude beyond traditional methods. 
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